
Fighting for the Future: 
Education and Support for Familial FTD/ALS 

 
An event made possible by the generous support 

of Gold Sponsors PassageBio and Alector 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9:00 am Opening Remarks and Welcome 
Introduction of Sponsors 

Murray Grossman, MDCM, EdD 
Pedro Gonzalez-Alegre, MD, PhD 
 

9:10 am Genetics of FTD-ALS Spectrum Disorders  
Q & A with Genetic Counselors 

 
Laynie Dratch, ScM, LCGC 
Tanya Bardakjian, MS, LCGC 
 

9:40 am Panel: Do You Really Want to Know?  
Q & A Session 

Volunteers 
Facilitators: Beth Wood, MS, CGC and Tanya 
Bardakjian, MS, LCGC 
 

10:10 am 

State of the Research & Staying Informed 
Q & A Session 
Keynote session generously supported 
by Silver Sponsor Prevail 

 
Michael Benatar, MD, PhD 
 

10:40 am Panel: So You Got Tested, Now What? 
Q & A Session 

Volunteers 
Facilitators: Weiyi Mu, ScM, CGC and Laynie 
Dratch, ScM, LCGC 
 

11:10 am Finding Support, Coping & Connecting  
Q & A Session 

 
Cynthia Clyburn, MSW, LSW 

11:30 am Closing Remarks 
 

Murray Grossman, MDCM, EdD 
Pedro Gonzalez-Alegre, MD, PhD 
 

11:40am 

Break Out Sessions supported by the AFTD 
• 1 – Persons At-Risk  
• 2 – Persons Diagnosed 
• 3 – Supporters 

 

 
Tanya, Dr. Gonzalez-Alegre 
Laynie, Dr. Irwin, Dr. Elman 
Weiyi, Cynthia 
Genetic counseling student ambassadors  

 

Networking and continuation of discussions to follow. Please join us after the conference for 
mingling with neurologists, genetic counselors, social workers, ambassadors, and each other if your 
schedule permits. 
 

Saturday, February 27th, 2021 
9am-12pm EST 

University of Pennsylvania 
Live Virtual Conference 



The Penn FTD Center recognizes the generosity of our sponsors* listed below. We would 
also like to thank our Genetic Counseling Student Ambassadors, Laura Hennessy, Brigitte 
Cronier, and Jackie Cappadocia. Additionally, we are grateful to our panelist volunteers, 
Kirsti Neidig, Susan Dunbar, Rebecca Hixon and Becky Doe, for their warmth, humanity 

and willingness to share their personal journeys with FTD/ALS with our attendees. 

GOLD SPONSORS 

 

 
SILVER SPONSORS   BRONZE SPONSORS 

 
 

 

*If you are interested in sponsoring this event or similar events in the future, please reach out to the conference 
contact listed below. Listed sponsors reflect those who committed to event sponsorship as of January 11, 2021.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Familial Conference Contacts: 
Laynie Dratch, ScM, LCGC at 

Laynie.dratch@pennmedicine.upenn.edu, 
or Paige O’Malley 

at pomalley@upenn.edu 
 


