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Post 52 answers the call
Je�  Holt
Jholt@championcarolinas.com

EASLEY — A heartfelt and 
patriotic meeting took place 
last week at the monthly meet-
ing of the Easley American 
Legion Post 52.

Commander Walt Carter 
led the special ceremony. The 
Easley Color Guard stepped 
up on that night and helped 
honor Post 52 members who 
have passed away in the past 
year: Charles R. Atkins, David 
G. Peot, James C. Bowie, 
Joe B. Jones and Richard H. 
DeShields.

“Tonight, it meant a lot to 

know all the people and how 
they felt about my husband 
(David Peot) and honoring 
him,” said Kathleen Peot, right 
after the ceremony. “It just 
meant a lot to myself and to 
my family that was here (her 
son Tim and his wife Selvi). It 
was a beautiful ceremony and 
very touching. It was just great 
knowing that they remembered 
my husband because he really 
enjoyed the American Legion.”

Added Kathleen, “It meant a 
lot to me and my family.”

The Wall That Heals: Bret 
Anderson, from the Pickens 
County Veterans Council, 
made a special presentation 

last week at the American 
Legion Post 52 annual meet-
ing. Anderson said they need 
more volunteers for The Wall 
That Heals in Liberty from 
May 15-18.

“We’ll need volunteers 24 
hours a day to help sit with the 
Wall, guide tours and ensure 
safety of the Wall,” Anderson 
said. “We’ll also need need vol-
unteers on the 14th (of May) 
to help set up the Wall -- 30 to 
40 strong-backed individuals to 
help set up the wall. Then on 
the 18th (of May) we’ll need 
another 30 to 40 individuals to Jeff Holt | The Easley Progress

Pictured are several family members who lost loved ones last week during a 
special “Post Everlasting” ceremony for Easley American Legion Post 52.

Collage Dance Collective to hold 
public performance on Feb. 13
Mandy Stertz
For The Progress

PICKENS COUNTY 
— The Brooks Center 
for the Performing Arts 
proudly announces an 
upcoming residency with 
Collage Dance Collec-
tive, one of the nation’s 
premier, Black-led bal-
let companies that is at 
the national forefront of 
inspiring the growth and 
diversity of ballet.

This residency is 
made possible through 
a prestigious grant 
awarded to the Brooks 

Center by SouthArts, an 
organization committed 
to advancing Southern 
vitality through the 
arts. Additional support 
comes from the City 
of Clemson, Clemson 
Area African American 
Museum, CU Global 
Black Studies program, 
CU Harvey and Lucinda 
Gantt Multicultural 
Center of the Division 
of Community, Engage-
ment, Belonging, and 
Access, Clemson Univer-
sity Libraries, College of 
Arts and Humanities, CU 
Humanities Hub, and the 

Offi ce of the Provost. As 
a result of the grant and 
sponsors, all residency 
activities are free, includ-
ing a public performance 
on February 13 at 7:30 
p.m.

“I invited Collage 
Dance Collective to 
Clemson because I 
believe in the mission 
and interdisciplinary 
approach of the com-
pany,” said Janice Crews, 
Executive Director of the 
Brooks Center. “Their 
use of literary and histor-
ical connections makes 
their work extremely 

powerful.”
Collage Dance Col-

lective was founded in 
Memphis, Tennessee, in 
2006 in response to the 
ballet industry’s lack of 
racial diversity.

In 2009, Collage 
opened its dance conser-
vatory to expand access 
to classical training to 
underserved communi-
ties. Collage has spent 
nearly two decades 
producing emotionally 
evocative performances 
for local and interna-
tional audiences, as well 

A public performance will be held on February 13 at 7:30 p.m. (Courtesy photo)

Werber joins 
Progress as 
sales manager
Sta�  report

EASLEY — There’s a 
new face in town ready 
to promote our local 
businesses.

Robert “Bob” 
Werber has 
joined The Eas-
ley Progress as 
our newest sales 
manager, replac-
ing Jeff Holt who 
has transitioned 
into a full-time 
editorial position 
at the newspaper. Wer-
ber’s primary focus will 
be outside sales.

“I am really excited 
about my new role as 
sales manager of The 
Easley Progress,” Wer-
ber said. “I have always 

loved newspapers and 
they have been a big 
part of my life. On a 
personal level, I enjoy 
the sales process but 
even more so meeting 

new people and 
interacting with 
them in the com-
munity.”

Werber lived 
in Florida for 20 
years, but has 
called South Car-
olina home for 
the past several 
years.

Born in New York 
City and raised in the 
borough of Queens, he 
attended public schools 
and graduated from 
Columbia University 

Werber
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take down the Wall.”
More details on The 

Wall That Heals: The Wall 
That Heals exhibit features a 
three-quarter scale replica of 
the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial in Washington, DC and 
honors the more than three 
million Americans who 
served in the U.S. Armed 
Forces in the Vietnam War. 
The Wall displays the names 
of over 58,000 men and 
women who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in Vietnam.

The Memory Program: 
Anderson also talked about 
the Memory Program that 
complements The Wall That 

Heals greatly.
“That program remem-

bers anyone who went to 
Vietnam, came home and 
has since passed away since 
the Vietnam War,” said 
Anderson. “We’d like to get 
their photos involved with 
the Memory Program. Our 
Education Center at The 
Wall is going to be display-
ing all of South Carolina. 
Vietnam (War) veterans who 
have since passed away since 
the Vietnam War. We’d like 
to get the photos involved 
with the Memory Program. 
Our Education Center at The 
Wall is going to be display-
ing all of the South Carolina 
Vietnam (War) veterans who 
have passed away since the 
war and any schools we can 
bring in for tours or elderly 

groups for tours, private 
showings, ceremonies -- they 
need to contact the Pickens 
County Veterans Opportuni-
ties Office.”

You can also look at their 
website: www.pickensveter-
ans.org

Post 52 Hours: If you 
would like to drop by the 
American Legion Post 52, 
the hours open are 8 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. Monday through 
Friday. Mike Church helps 
donate his time to help keep 
it open.

“Mike Church is here 
and whoever else wants 
to donate their time,” said 
Carter. “He (Mike) is great. 
He’s been a big help. He goes 
over and above on about 
everything he does. He’s 
also a member of our Color 

Guard. He’s always stepping 
up and volunteering. He was 
also one of those recognized 
for Hurricane Relief.”

Number of military vet-
erans in Pickens County: 
“That’s a good question,” 
said Carter, when asked how 
many military veterans are 
in Pickens County. “Nobody 
really knows for sure. The 
VA is saying around 7,200 
or 7,300. The census from 
2023 — I think it was — 
they are saying about 7,500. 
Then, there is another num-
ber floating around there … 
because we have veterans 
coming in every day and that 
is about 9,200. I’m trying to 
find out what it is. Officially, 
it is around 7,300 or 7,400.”

Reach Jeff Holt at 864-855-0355.

majoring in English. He 
played varsity basketball, 
however, his career was 
relatively brief featuring just 
one notable start at Colum-
bia. The coach’s decision 
to send him to the bench 
caused him to leave the 
team after his junior year to 
concentrate on his studies.

Desiring to enter the pub-
lishing world, he held sev-
eral jobs in New York before 
embarking on a lengthy 
career working for book 
publishers as a publishers 
sales representative and 

later a regional manager for 
the western states while at 
Random House.

“We’re excited to have 
Bob come on board,” said 
Thalia Richardson, advertis-
ing director for The Prog-
ress. “Bob brings a wealth 
of experience to the table 
and I’m confident he will 
find success promoting local 
businesses who in turn are 
supporting local journalism. 
It’s a win-win.”

He met Heidi, his wife 
of 32 years, while at Ran-
dom House. They have 
two daughters — Isabella 
and Siena — who live in 
New York and Los Angeles, 
respectively. They were 
married in Florence, Italy 

and lived in Seattle where 
their daughters were born 
and then relocated to Flor-
ida before moving to the 
Upstate two years ago.

Werber also worked for 
Ingram Content Group, 
Dover Publications and 
many other publishers, 
mostly dealing with book-
stores but also some chain 
stores and various retailers 
involved in book selling. 
He’s also done remote 
selling work and was part 
of the founding staff at a 
major independent book-
store in Seattle.

Welcome, Bob, to The 
Easley Progress team.

as cultivating a love of dance in 
thousands of students. Through 
the growth of their arts education 
programming, the enthusiastic 
reception of their company perfor-
mances, and their advocacy, Mem-
phis is now home to a vibrant and 
growing Black dance community.

In recognition of this work, Col-
lage was recently named a “South-
ern Cultural Treasure” by South-
Arts and the Ford Foundation.

Collage Dance Collective will 
conduct a three-day residency at 
the Brooks Center with a com-
munity welcome event, a ballet 
masterclass for Clemson students, 

an educational performance for 
K-12 children, and visits with 
students in Global Black Studies, 
Performing Arts, and One Big 
Book classes.

The residency will culminate 
in a public performance of Their 
Eyes Were Watching God, a neo-
classical ballet based on the book 
by Zora Neale Hurston, and Rise, 
set to the iconic “I’ve Been to the 
Mountaintop” speech given by Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. in 1968.

Rise will include a brief guest 
appearance by a Clemson dance 
minor, Caroline Lee Barrett.

Tickets are free, but must be 
reserved. Visit https://clemson.
universitytickets.com/w/event.
aspx?id=1879
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LOCAL BOWLING SCORES
Congratulations Mark 

Ewing 300 (737 series) on 
Jan. 24

Monday Night
Congratulations Robby 

Smith 299, 245, 259 (803 
series)

Jeff Madden 211
Brett Smith 233
Teresa Madden 203
Donnie Young 233
Bobby Sorgee 247
David Rude 256
Zandra Huffman 201
Rich Raby 258 (736 

series)
Kyle Nabors 256
David Whisnant 267 

(763 series)
Aaron Limbaugh 247
Tae Mattison 236
Craig Cipolla 233
Stephanie Carver 257, 

238, 219 (714 series)
Michael Boyd 200
Joseph Catalano 289 

(751 series)
James Wike 268
Mark Ewing 243
Kim Stidham 233
Richard Singleton 234
Robert Wright 230
Donnie Rogers 225
Keith Cobb 216
Matthew Simon 240
Tanya Jernigan 232
Gary Allen 276 (744 

series)
Chuck Anderson 255
Robby Smith 299 (803 

series)

Walter Raines 278 (737 
series)

B J Hooper 247
Albert Davis 257 (712 

series)
Luke Estes 216
Gavan Calvert 278 (776 

series)
Kelly Esco 226
Chase Hall 241
Jacob Keaton 225
Emery Barner 255
Jamie Hendricks 266
Tuesday Seniors
Charles Major 204
Gary Parker 204
Teresa Owens 192
David Rude 235
Leon Tucker 203
Linda Wolf 214
Cry Moser 205
Bill Robson 237
Jeff Madden 234
Mike Stanton 214
Barry Finger 211
George Giles 206
Richard Singleton 226
Bill Raines 214
Tuesday Night
David Rude 231
Tim Campbell 255
Adger Brown 202
Mark Ball 237
Melaney Wolfe 211, 212
Billy Dickerson 217
David Whisnant 266
Wednesday Night (Jan 

22)
Logan Beacham 205
Austin Beacham 256
Jeff Madden 276

Rodney Bruton 247
Teresa Madden 214
Chase Hall 248
Caden Bryan 266
Krysler Sanders 206
Michael Merrifield 244
David Chastain 246
James Wike 240
Melaney Wolfe 205
James Gantt 257
Gary Mathis 200
Kyle Nabors 237
Kasey Pike 207, 204
Nick Sharp 212
Turner Pike 289
Tracy Knight 212
James Knight 245 (703 

series)
Donnie Young 279 (709 

series)
Allen Cantrell 257
Brian Kidder 259 (712 

series)
Mark Gibson 248
Joey Gibson 246
Wednesday Night (Jan. 

29)
Chase Hall 278 (784 

series)
Emery Barner 265
Michael Merrifield 267
Jeff Madden 215
Rodney Bruton 232
Teresa Madden 212
Tracy Knight 246, 211
Melaney Wolfe 242, 202
James Wike 223
Kasey Pike 211
Nick Sharp 244
Alan Gibson 217
David Whisnant 234
Allen Cantrell 266 (715)
Trin McAlister 224
Richard Singleton 253
Corbin Wolfe 235
Thursday Seniors (Jan. 

23)
Bill Robson 300 (772 

series)
Jimmy Turner 200
Carl Bahs 231
Barry Finger 201
Teresa Madden 204
Jeff Madden 213
Mike Stanton 227
Toby Capece 231

David Rude 230
Joseph Reid 213
Nelson Bordes 218
Thursday Seniors (Jan. 

30)
Penny Cauthen 200
Jeff Madden 215
Randy Violette 234
Leon Tucker 215
Teresa Smith 258
Bill Robson 252
George Giles 222
Gary Crowe 204
Friday Night (Jan. 24)
Eric Bowen 225
Brett Smith 268
Donnie Young 254
Craig Cipolla 253
Robby Smith 268 (739 

series)
Benny McKinney 254
Dan Tucker 237
Leighton Tucker 253
Al Davis 245
David Whisnant 258 

(741 series)
Mark Ewing 300 (737 

series)

Phillip Spradling II 258
Kyle Nabors 246
Nate Overholt 234
Richard Holmes 215
Joseph Catalano 258 

(717 series)
Jamie Hendricks 254
Aaron Richard 240
Matt Lockee 241
Branden Lee 235
Tim Lines 224
Brian Kidder 247
Rich Raby 268 (721 

series)
Logan Beacham 214
Austin Beacham 245
Saturday Youth (Jan. 25)
Bryson Cantrell 203
Tanner Hendricks 258, 

241, 227 (726 series)
Larson Tate 277, 268, 

257 (802 series)
Casey Stiles 243, 225
Melissa Wimpey 170
Connors Wood 177
Weston Wolf 170
Jordan Shepard 233, 219, 

208

Early Spring? Phil knows — sometimes
B Kasie Strickland
kstrickland@cmpapers.com

PICKENS COUNTY 
— Every year, on Feb. 
2, millions of Americans 
ignore their local weather 
forecasters — with all 
their radar, satellite imag-
ery and scientific data 
— and instead turn to a 
little groundhog in Penn-
sylvania to find out if we 
are in store for an early 
Spring or six more weeks 
of Winter.

Groundhog Day is 
a day of celebration in 
Punxsutawney, Penn., 
with all the pageantry, 
pomp and circumstance 
one might expect is due 
to “the Seer of Seers, 
Sage of Sages, Prognosti-
cator of Prognosticators 
and Weather Prophet 
Extraordinary” — also 
known as “Phil” — who 

has been making weather 
predictions since 1886.

According to tradition, 
if the groundhog sees 
its shadow after coming 
out of his hole on Feb. 
2, there will be six more 
weeks of Winter.

But, if there’s no 
shadow, we can all look 
forward to an early 
Spring. (Something that 
seemed a bit more plaus-
able before our surprise 
snow.)

So, how often is the 

little guy right? Well, 
according to The Punx-
sutawney Groundhog 
Club — yes, that’s a thing 
— Phil’s track record 
isn’t so great. To date, he 
comes in with around 39 
percent accuracy.

But if you only look at 
weather records dating 
back to 1969, which are 
more reliable than ear-
lier accounts, Phil’s job 
performance review gets 
even worse: Those predic-
tions were correct only 36 
percent of the time.

Don’t take him to Vegas 
…

The club does assert 
that Phil’s predictions 
tend to be more accurate 
when predicting an early 
Spring as of the 15 years 
with “no shadow” dec-
larations — seven were 
warmer than usual.

Not bad for a rodent.
According to histori-

ans, Groundhog Day can 
trace its roots to Candle-
mas Day, an old Christian 
tradition.

The story goes that on 
that day, clergy would 
hand out blessed candles 
that families would need 
for the winter. The can-
dles, in turn, represented 
how long and cold the 
people could expect the 
winter to be.

When Christianity 
expanded into what is 
now Germany, the people 
took the concept one 
step farther by picking 
an animal — in their 
case, a hedgehog — as a 
more “accurate” means 
of predicting the coming 
weather than candles.

Centuries later, as the 
Germans settled in Amer-

ica (specifically in Penn-
sylvania) the tradition 
was continued — with 
one slight variation …

You see, Pennsylvania 
may be known for several 
things but one thing it is 
not known for is its abun-
dance of hedgehogs.

Unwilling to give up 
their tradition, the set-
tlers traded their beloved 
hedgehogs in for an ani-
mal a bit more abundant 
in the Keystone state: 
The groundhog.

Well, Sunday was the 
big day … And Phil pro-
claimed six more weeks 
of winter. Did he get it 
right? This week’s temps 
in the 70s doesn’t bode 
well for the little guy.

Better luck next year.

Reach Kasie Strickland at 864-855-
0355.

Courtesy photos
Punxsutawney Phil.

Jeff Holt | The Easley Progress
Pictured is Easley American Legion Post 52 Chaplain 
Nick Vlahos giving a prayer for all the members (and 
their families) who were lost in the last year.
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