
National Voter 
Registration Day is 
September 22, 2020



Take a couple of minutes to talk 
about this question.

Why do young people need to vote?



Young voters account for half of the voting population, making them a 

powerful political force

Yet older Americans are more likely to vote

Politicians listen to people who vote 

 Every vote counts

Elections have been determined by less than 100 votes.

Young people were hit hardest by the great recession

Young voters are an incredibly diverse group

 The youth vote can sway the election

You may not care now, but you might in four years

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/fixgov/2016/11/21/how-millennials-voted/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/05/16/millennials-match-baby-boomers-as-largest-generation-in-u-s-electorate-but-will-they-vote/
http://www.politico.com/story/2016/11/al-gore-every-vote-counts-230912
https://www.bls.gov/opub/mlr/2014/beyond-bls/millennials-after-the-great-recession.htm
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/fixgov/2016/11/21/how-millennials-voted/
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/02/can-the-youth-vote-change-election-outcomes/458730/
http://duclarion.com/2016/10/how-does-this-years-presidential-election-affect-students/


Also….because it’s a right and privilege….

• Voting rights have been hard won over the years with entrenched groups trying to keep the privilege only 
for themselves. 

• It used to be only white male landowners who could vote.

• Those with power wanted to keep women, non-English-speaking folks, people of color and young people 
(the voting age used to be 21) from being able to vote.  

• There was once a poll tax and you had to pay to vote in order to keep away those who couldn’t afford it.

• In summary, it’s taken hundreds of years and countless number of people and hours to gain this right for 
us! Cast your ballot and thank those that made it possible. 



• 16 and 17 year olds can now pre-register to vote. 
Registrants under the age of 18 will have their registrations 
held until they become eligible to vote.

• Future Voter sign-up information is protected while 
underage. Once you turn 18 you become registered and 
voter registration information is public.



Quick review 
of how to 

register online



Take a photo 
of the QR 

Code and it 
will take you 
to the voter 
registration 
page or use 
vote.wa.gov.

http://vote.wa.gov/


What you need to register online today
• Washington state ID, driver license or 

driver permit

This is your license number. 





















• You will receive notices 
• When the ballot is in your mailbox
• Reminders to vote
• Reminders when the deadline is for returning your  

ballot

Want to sign up for text voter alerts?

Text Govote to 88-202
follow the prompts

You can also just put the election dates in your online 
calendar.



Additional Details for New Voters Registering Online

• When you register online, use the name that is on 
your WA state license/permit/ID. 

• When you vote, sign your name the same way you 
signed your license/permit/ID.   The Elections 
Office checks for voter fraud by comparing your 
signatures.

• It is recommended that you provide your cell or 
email contact so the Elections Office can contact 
you if there are questions about your registration 
or ballot.



You are 
registered—
Now help your 
friends register.



Thank you
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