August 21, 2020

Dear Parents/Guardians and Families,

We would like to begin by simply saying thank you. Thank you to each and every one of you for your
continued patience as we work through all of the planning and Ministry of Education approvals required
for a safe return to school and work for staff and students. It has not been an easy or straightforward
process. We know you are anxious to learn more about what to expect as we open TDSB schools and
welcome students back. We sincerely appreciate your continued understanding and trust as we move
forward. We are doing everything we can to plan effectively for a safe return to school and we are
focussed on doing everything possible to keep staff, students and families safe and healthy.

As you may know, Trustees made a number of important decisions yesterday including the approval of
more than $30 million in funding to hire an additional 366 teachers to lower elementary class sizes to
help improve student and staff safety in schools. Staff have now finalized our secondary and elementary
school learning models and we are moving forward with the important planning and preparations
necessary to reopen schools.

Delayed Start: Tuesday, September 15

Given the time required to prepare for the return to school, the TDSB has to move the first day of school
(for elementary, secondary and virtual school) to Tuesday, September 15. The entry of all grades will then
be staggered over three days. This extra time will help us open schools in a safe and orderly manner.
More information and specific details will be shared with parents/families directly from your child’s
school prior to the first day of school.

Mask/Face Covering Guidelines

To improve health and safety in schools, all students and staff will be required wear masks/face coverings
in TDSB buildings and on school buses. This decision is in line with the overall City of Toronto requirement
that anyone over the age of two wear a mask/face covering in indoor public spaces — with exemptions
for medical reasons. While schools will have masks available for students if required, the expectation is
that students will provide and wear their own masks/face coverings. Particularly for younger students, we
will ensure there are outdoor breaks, so students are not wearing masks for multiple hours at a time.
More details on mask/face coverings will be coming shortly.

Learning Models

Elementary (Kindergarten to Grade 8)

Students (including those in Special Education and French Immersion & Extended French programs) will
attend school 5 days per week, with one cohort/group for the full day, including recess and lunch.
Enhanced health and safety protocols will be in place, including smaller class sizes to help maximize



physical distancing. Elementary schools located in Toronto communities where Toronto Public Health
data shows higher risk of contracting COVID-19 will have lower class sizes than all other elementary
schools. Visit the website for more information, including important details on elementary class sizes.

Secondary (Grades 9 to 12)

Students (including those in Special Education and French Immersion & Extended French programs) will
have in-class learning on alternate days and synchronous (live, online learning) as well as asynchronous
(independent work) learning daily with enhanced health measures in place including smaller class sizes to
help maximize physical distancing. For more information, please visit the website.

Virtual School (Kindergarten to Grade 12)
Parents who want their child to learn from home can choose the remote learning option. For more
information, please visit the website. Elementary and Secondary.

Registration for In-School or Virtual Learning

As you know, we began a pre-registration process earlier this month to learn which students planned to
attend school in September and which students planned to take part in fully remote (home) learning.
Since that time, there have been significant changes to the learning models and more information is
available to help inform parents in making this decision. Therefore, on Wednesday of next week, the TDSB
will ask parents/guardians via email to make a final decision and register their children to attend school or
choose remote learning through the Virtual School. The email will contain a unique link to an online
registration form for each student. Parents/guardians with more than one child will receive one email per
child and will be required to complete a separate registration for each child. The online registration will
be available in twenty different languages.

It is very important for all parents/guardians to complete this online registration, even those who have
already responded to the pre-registration phone call last week. Only parents/guardians who do not have
an email address on file or do not complete the registration online will receive a registration phone call
asking them to make their selection. For more information and to learn about the different registration
options, we encourage all parents/guardians to visit the TDSB website.

Wednesday, August 26: Email sent to all parents/guardians and registration opens
Saturday, August 29: Registration closes

Next Steps
We will continue to keep families informed and updated in the days ahead. We are preparing schools to

receive staff and students. As a first step, Program and Operational Guidelines are currently being
finalized and will be shared with Principals/Vice Principals and school staff next week. In order for staff
and students to return to school safely, there are many considerations and adjustments to be made to
school facilities and school staff require time to learn about these requirements and begin to implement
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before students return to school. Learn more about our health and safety guidelines for schools on the
website.

We ask for your continued patience as this important work continues. Please remember that teachers and
school staff have also been eagerly awaiting information and details that will allow them to plan for
September. It will take some time to prepare and finalize school and class-specific plans. Please know that
Principals will begin to share school-specific information directly with families as soon as possible. We
know that you have many questions and concerns and staff will continue to do their best to provide the
necessary information and keep you informed.

We are in this together and we all share a common goal of ensuring the health and safety of staff,
students and families. We would like the return to school to be as smooth as possible for everyone and

we need to continue working together to make this happen.

Sincerely,
ol ffo—

Carlene Jackson Alexander Brown
Director of Education Chair

This is an important letter to parents about September. If you require this letter in your own language, please visit
our website at www.tdsb.on.ca.

Arabic:
5 RSV a8 gl 3y ela ) cdliadall clialy A 38 i pe 8 e 35S o) Jsbl /aaian jed s JaS) dga 5o 4l Al 02
www.tdsb.on.ca

Bengali:
A6 BRI INAE ANCORFHE TN JH516 Weors wFgoye 551 2 BTG I =i~ wrem=
ICCEACIEIE RS (49 BIN, W AR BT ANMT ST JS126 www.tdsb.on.ca & T|

Chinese Simplified:
REBFKMERABRR T EEE, toEE, mFEER, 5%

www.tdsb.on.ca



https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Return-to-School/Health-and-Safety
http://www.tdsb.on.ca/
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Chinese Traditional:

EHEFRROEERMIARESEE - +0ER - NFEA - FHHE

www.tdsb.on.ca

Dari:
dnal ye a0 Lo 35 il Asdea 4y Tadal caylo 3l 5 asa Gl a4l cpl o ) il yaatan ole 5L 3 cpall 5 (51 oage 4l ()
wiSwww.tdsb.on.ca

French:

La présente est une lettre importante aux parents concernant la rentrée scolaire au mois de septembre. Si vous
avez besoin de cette lettre dans votre propre langue, veuillez consulter notre site web a I'adresse suivante:
www.tdsb.on.ca.

Greek:
H nmapouoa gival pLa onpavtikr EMLOTOAN IPOC TOUG YOVELG OXETIKA L ToV ZemtépuPplo. Eav emBupeite va Adpete
QUTA TNV €MLOTOAN otn YAwaooa oag, emlokedBeite tnv LotooeAida poag otn SievBuvon www.tdsb.on.ca

Gujarati:
HlALUAL HI2 R [AQlell AL 2Rl UA 8. %) dH IR 3L UA dHIZ] Uldlefl LN IHi 2odl Sl dl
H&W 1] 53 WU 1] AuAULIB2 www.tdsb.on.ca «(l YaISld €l

Hindi:
T8 RrdsR %ﬁﬁ%-ﬁﬂ%@@%@ H%I gfe 3wt gg fox 3 HTNTﬁEﬂE%’Q,?ﬁ ST GHART
3fST3T www.tdsb.on.ca o STE

Korean:
CtE2 S 2EHAM o0 el ofMorgt Q% LHE0| Bl HX|YLICH Hotel 202 Y7|E

1§

fo

RISHA|H www.tdsb.on.ca & =M A

Persian (Farsi):
o 53 Lo s 4 Tl ey p1a a3 58 ()40 14kl Gl ST anad ualises oL 0l 5 61 2 e Slanss 4l S
www.tdsb.on.casS 4xal

Portuguese:
Esta é uma carta importante para os pais e responsaveis a respeito de setembro. Se precisar desta carta na sua
lingua, visite o nosso site: www.tdsb.on.ca



http://www.tdsb.on.ca/
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http://www.tdsb.on.ca/
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Punjabi:

feg A3Eg g9 w3-fuzr ¥ HId3eyas U39 I A 397G frg Y33 »iyst g fég Trdter 9, 3t faaur a9
www.tdsb.on.ca 3 ATS! <gATEIC '3 A1G|

Russian:
B aTOoM NMcbMe coaepKuTca BaxkHas MHGOPMALUA O TOM, YTO ByleT NPOUCXOANTb B ceHTABpe. Ecan Bam HyKeH
nepeBo, 3TOro NMCbMa Ha PoAHOM A3bIK, NOoceTUTe Hal Beb-caiT www.tdsb.on.ca.

Somali:
Tani waa wargad muhiim ah looguna talagalay waalidiinta kuna saabsan bisha sebteembar. Haddii aad dooneyso
inaad wargadaan ku hesho luugadaada hooyo, fadlan boogo webseetkeena oo ah www.tdsb.on.ca

Spanish:
Esta es una carta importante, dirigida a los padres en relacidn con el mes de septiembre. Si necesita obtener esta
carta en su idioma, visite nuestro sitio web en www.tdsb.on.ca

Tagalog (Pilipino):
Ito ay isang mahalagang liham sa mga magulang tungkol sa Setyembre. Kung kinakailangan mo ang liham na ito sa
iyong sariling wika, mangyaring bisitahin ang aming website sa www.tdsb.on.ca

Tamil:
@51 QUDHCoT(HG&TET CIFLICIL_bLT TS UPPlw PSS WDTRTEST(H HlgHLTGD. B)HHdb HigHLD

2 misEhemL_w Grfluilsy o nkiseEnhd@Hs Chemeuliuil L Te, HweablFiig) sThi%ehemL_tw Www.tdsb.on.ca

6T6ITD) 6UNEVGHETHW B LI LITTemeu ull (H)mi 6.

Turkish:
Ailelere yonelik bu mektup, Eylil ayiyla ilgili 6nemli bilgiler igermektedir. Bu mektubu kendi dilinizde almak
istiyorsaniz, litfen www.tdsb.on.ca adresindeki web sitemizi ziyaret edin.

Urdu:

ol $ylag 038 ol 67 iy 51833 o 0l it b3y 65 T Sl > 55950 Sil i8S uly uo <l Syaaiu
o>y E6lw wy gwww.tdsb.on.ca

Vietnamese:
Day 1a mét bire thu quan trong glri dén cac vi phu huynh vé thang 9. N&u quy vi can doc thu nay bang ngdn ngit clia
minh, vui long truy cap trang web cla ching t6i tai www.tdsb.on.ca
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