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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 557

By Yarbro

A RESOLUTION to encourage the bureau of TennCare to improve
access to and' guality of evidence-based home
visitation services.

WHEREAS, the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services has encouraged
states to use Section 1115 demonstration projects to address pressing healthcare issues in the
states; and

WHEREAS, evidence-based home visiting programs are widely viewed as beneficial and
have received the support of the Tennessee Department of Health and other agencies; and

WHEREAS, in this State there are currently three evidence-based home visiting program
models receiving state or federal funding, which include Healthy Families America (Healthy
Start), Nurse Family Partnership, and Parents as Teachers; and

WHEREAS, the Medicaid program in this State operates under a Section 1115 waiver as
the TennCare program and covers over one million Tennesseans and many births in this State;
and

WHEREAS, an appropriate federal waiver program could beneficially enhance access in
this State to quality evidence-based home visitation services for the families of babies suffering
from neo-natal abstinence syndrome or related conditions; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED TENTH GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CONCURRING, that this body encourages the bureau of TennCare to seek an appropriate

Section 1115(a) waiver or an appropriate amendment to the existing TennCare Il Section 1115

waiver in order to improve access to and quality of evidence-based home visitation services for
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the families of babies suffering from neo-natal abstinence syndrome or related conditions for
eligible Tennessee residents in order to promote positive health and well-being outcomes.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this body further encourages the bureau of
TennCare to utilize otherwise available federal funding, grants, private sector contributions, and
any available funds that the State may receive pursuant to a judgment or settlement related to
opiate legislation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for transmittal to the Governor of Tennessee and the Bureau of TennCare.
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