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Local Mayors learn about updates 
to Opportunity Zone Law

Several local Mayors gathered at the offices of the Tri-County Regional Chamber of Com-
merce this past month for the Chamber’s “Meeting of the Mayors” event. (pictured above.) 

Support the Joey Szorosy Toy Truck Drive! Do-
nations of NEW toys will be collected through 
Feb. 12 and then donated by our FCS club to 
the Shawn Jenkins MUSC Children’s Hospital 
in Joey’s memory. If you’d like to ship a dona-
tion to us, the address is 234 Academy Road, St. 
George, SC 29477. Remember, the school will 
be closed until Monday. After that, donations 
can be dropped off at the front office, or placed 
in the blue collection box outside the admin of-
fice. Thanks to our Fellowship of Christian Stu-
dents for sponsoring this project in memory of 
a very special Raider, Joey Szorosy. 

Joey Szorosy’s Toy Truck Drive 
Benefits Children’s Hospital

Congratulations to the local spell-
ers who competed last Tuesday 
night to represent Dorchester 
School District Four in the Spell-
Bound! Regional Spelling Bee. 
Top honors went to 2nd Runner-
Up Saige Smith of Clay Hill El-
ementary, 1st Runner-Up Maya 
Gadson of Woodland Middle, and 
Champion Myai Poland, a 7th 
grader from Woodland Middle, 
who will represent DD4 at the re-
gional competition on March 10.

Thank you to the judges Ms. 
Stephanie Grossie, Dr. April Sand-
ers, and Dr. Michelle Sweatman; 
recorder Mrs. Jill Spearman; pro-
nouncer Mrs. Kim Chassereau; 
and the spelling bee team Mrs. 
Tricia Delice, Mrs. Latorsha Bry-
ant, Mrs. Cate August, Mrs. Re-
nay Haton, Mrs. Kimberly Hartz-
og, and Mrs. Natalie Pandora for 
making this event possible. 

Dorchester School District Four Holds Annual District Spelling Bee

Meeting of the Mayors is an event hosted 
several times throughout the year by the 
Chamber to allow local mayors from the 
municipalities the Chamber serves gather 
together to exchange ideas or attend a 
presentation on a topic pertinent to the lo-
cal communities. 

Tuesday’s topic was Opportunity Zones 
and recent changes to the law. Opportu-
nity Zones are a federal economic devel-

opment tool created by the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act that encourage long-term private investment in 
designated low-income, distressed census tracts. 
The program was championed by South Carolina 
Senator Tim Scott. The law received some tweaks 
as part of the Big Beautiful Bill in 2025.
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In the News
Free Family Fun Day is com-
ing to Davis-Bailey Park. Sat-
urday, February 21, from 11:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for games, 
food, inflatables, archery, face 
painting, bubbles, balloon art, 
music, books, the train, and 
more. Activities begin at 11:00 
a.m. at 5190 E. Jim Bilton Blvd. 
in St. George.

At our most recent Board of Trustees meeting, Dorchester School District Four recognized three 
December Everyday Heroes whose work makes a daily difference for students and families.

Dorchester School District Four 
Recognized Three December 

Everyday Heroes

Mrs. Margie Lewis, a 
dedicated school bus 
driver, sets the tone for 
each school day with 
care and consistency.
Mr. Michael Samson, 
Woodland High School 
history teacher and stu-
dent government spon-
sor, invests in leader-
ship and learning be-
yond the classroom.
Mrs. Latisha Brown, 
Woodland Middle 
School student concern 
specialist and after-
school director, sup-
ports students where 
they need it most.
Thank you for serving 
DD4 with heart, pur-
pose, and impact.

Send your news 
items to dorches-
terleader@gmail.
com

Dorchester County 
Emergency 

Management 
Department Reports 
Area Earthquake on 

February 8th
 ·
Did you feel the earthquake? Lots of folks 
sure did. USGS put out a report on it. The 
update is below 
Preliminary Report
Magnitude
2.9
Date-Time
 • Universal Time (UTC): 8 Feb 2026 03:37:46
 • Time near the Epicenter (1): 7 Feb 2026 
22:37:46
 • Time in your area (1): 7 Feb 2026 21:37:46
Location
32.943N 80.155W
Depth
5 km
Distances
 • 6.0 km (3.7 mi) SSE of Centerville, South 
Carolina

 • 6.3 km (3.9 mi) SW of Ladson, South Carolina
 • 8.6 km (5.3 mi) SSE of Summerville, South Carolina
 • 12.2 km (7.6 mi) WSW of Goose Creek, South Carolina
 • 143.0 km (88.7 mi) SE of Columbia, South Carolina
Location Uncertainty
Horizontal: 0.3 km; Vertical 0.6 km
Parameters
Nph = 16; Dmin = 6.1 km; Rmss = 0.10 seconds; Gp = 84°
Version = 5 
Event ID
se 60504953 ***This event supersedes event US6000s77p.

Tri-County Regional Chamber of Commerce 
and Visitor Centers Welcomes New Member

George’s Station Antiques
We’re excited to welcome Jessica and Geromy Criswell, new 
owners of George’s Station Antiques, to the Tri-County Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce! 
George’s Station Antiques features unique antiques and col-
lectibles from a variety of vendors, with new inventory arriv-
ing weekly—so there’s always something new to discover. Be 
sure to check out their Facebook page and website, and stop 
by often to find your next great treasure.

Tri-County Regional Chamber of Commerce 
and Visitor Centers Welcomes New Member

Bosch Massage & Stretching 
Please help us welcome Bosch Massage & Stretching to the 
Tri-County Regional Chamber of Commerce!
Move Better. Perform Stronger. Live Pain-Free.
Located in Saint George, Bosch Massage & Stretching helps 
athletes and active adults overcome pain, restore mobility, and 
unlock effortless performance. Through evidence-based mas-
sage, Active Isolated Stretching (AIS), and sport-specific train-
ing, they focus on getting to the root of movement issues for 
lasting results.

GET NOTICED
Advertise your 
business here
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At Left- The 
blue areas, are 
census tracts 
currently 
included in the 
O p p o r t u n i t y 
Zone law. Sev-
eral local May-
ors from the 
region heard 
a presenta-
tion Tuesday 
about getting 
their commu-
nities included 
as opportunity 
zones from a 
local real es-
tate broker and 
developer

Local Mayors learn about 
Opportunity Zones

continued  from page 1

The Zones, 
which were se-
lected by each 
state’s governor, 
usually with in-
put from local 

partners, were designed 
to encourage long-term 
investment in projects 
within the roughly 8,700 
zones nationwide. Those 
maps are undergoing re-
vision as part of the 2025 
update.

Brent Case, Broker with 
Coldwell Banker Com-
mercial Atlantic, gave the 
attending Mayors some 
information on the pro-
gram and showed them 
which lists. “There is a 
lot of Orangeburg County 
that should be in the zone 
that is not,” said Case. 

.
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States including SC have been granted federal SNAP waivers to restrict 
SNAP benefit purchases. (USDA map)

State food-choice restrictions on Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program purchases have some grocery stores in a conundrum, trying to 
determine which foods are allowed and which aren’t.

Beginning Jan. 1, Indiana, Iowa, Nebraska, Utah and West Virginia 
rolled out their new “no junk food” SNAP purchase limits, but a total of 
“eighteen states have adopted new food-stamp restrictions,” report Jes-
se Newman and Laura Cooper of The Wall Street Journal. As a whole, 
rural Americans are more likely to use SNAP benefits, but less likely to 
know about benefit changes because of online access limits.

Each state has limited different items and has varied its wording of re-
strictions, which can be confusing. For instance, in Indiana, mini-donuts 
can be purchased with SNAP benefits, but candy bars cannot. The Jour-
nal reports, “Grocery executives said that determining which products 
are food-stamp eligible and which aren’t has become a complex under-
taking.”

Retailers, who are working to ensure that only SNAP-allowed items can 
be purchased, have had “employees sifting through state-issued flow 
charts, scanning product bar codes and checking ingredient lists across 
thousands of goods in stores,” Newman and Cooper explain. Allowed 
items have to be cataloged and entered into computer systems as well.

Beyond the labor hours needed to update their SNAP catalogs, retailers 
and industry groups said “guidance from USDA and many state agen-
cies on how to implement the new restrictions has been insufficient,” 
Newman writes.

For states that implemented their restrictions on Jan. 1, many SNAP 
enrollees seem unaware of the changes. Mark Griffin, chief executive 
of grocery chain B&R Stores, said “his company is dealing with lines at 
checkout counters as clerks tell longtime customers they can no longer 

THE RURAL BLOG
As five states roll out ‘no junk food’ SNAP rules, retailers scramble to update 

their systems and educate SNAP users

use food stamps to buy soda or candy,” the Journal reports.

The SNAP changes are part of a federal push to help Americans make healthier dietary choices; however, opponents 
to SNAP restrictions point out that “limiting grocery options ignores the real causes of poor diets, such as low incomes, 
high food prices and access to healthy food,” the Journal reports. Last month, the Trump administration unveiled new 
dietary guidelines that it hopes can address some of the chronic diet-related diseases in Americans.

Written by Heather Close The Rural Blog

Legislators advance bill giving SC parents more control over their teens’ deci-
sions

The bill advanced to the House floor also lets parents sue a school if their 
complaints aren’t resolved through a written complaint and appeal process

By: Skylar Laird

COLUMBIA — A bill giv-
ing South Carolina parents 
more say-so over their chil-
dren’s education and medi-
cal decisions until they turn 
18 advanced Tuesday to the 
House floor.

The bill “affirms and protects 
the fundamental rights of 
parents” by increasing the 
age when teens can start 
bypassing their supervision, 
Rep. Heath Sessions, who 
leads the panel that first vot-
ed on the proposal, said in 
explanation.

Existing state law sets 16 as 
the age when teenagers can 
make decisions about their 
health care, unless it involves 
a non-lifesaving surgery.

The 14-3 vote by the full 
House medical affairs com-
mittee included two “yes” 
votes from Democrats. No 
Republican voted against it.

“You’ve heard the phrase 
that it takes a village, and it 
really does. It does take a vil-
lage,” said Sessions, a Rock 
Hill Republican. “But parents 
are in the village, right?”

The bill, dubbed the Paren-
tal Rights Act, includes a 
list of rights for parents and 
legal guardians. They range 
from the general rights of 
“directing the upbringing” 
and “moral or religious train-
ing” of their children to the 
specific ability to review “all 
health and medical records” 
and consent to “all physical 
and mental” health care deci-
sions.

However, the bill sets up po-
tential contradictions in state 
law on teen’s choices.

For example, it doesn’t 
touch the state’s compul-
sory attendance law, which 
makes parents responsible 
for keeping their children in 
school until their 17th birth-
day — the legal drop-out 

 GOP Rep. Sylleste Davis of Moncks Corner, chairwoman of the House medical 
affairs committee, speaks with Rep. Jordan Pace, R-Goose Creek, on the House 
floor Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2024. Both are among committee members voting Tues-
day, Feb. 3, 2026, to advance legislation on parental rights to the House floor. (File 
photo by Jessica Holdman/SC Daily Gazette)

age. And it doesn’t seek to 
amend the state’s abortion 
statute, which says 17-year-
olds don’t need a parent’s or 
grandparent’s permission. 
(Abortions are banned for 
all ages, with limited excep-
tions, past the sixth week of 
pregnancy.)

The bill applies to “uneman-
cipated” children under 18, 
which means they’re not 
married and a court hasn’t 
freed them from parental 
control. State law lets 16- 
and 17-year-olds get married 
with a parent’s permission.

Medical care
Under the bill, doctors and 
other health care profession-
als could provide emergency 
care without parents’ consent 
if waiting puts the child at 
risk of death or “irreparable 
physical injury.” Paramedics 
could also help at the scene 
of an accident without trying 
to reach a parent.

Opponents testifying against 
the bill included a second-
year medical student at the 
University of South Carolina.

Teens may want or need 
non-emergency care they 
don’t want to tell their parents 
about, Alex Fossum said. For 
instance, 16- and 17-year-
olds may want birth control 
but not want to tell a parent 
they’re having sex, Fossum 
told legislators during a Jan. 
20 meeting.

Existing state law allows 
teens under 18 to get birth 
control pills over the counter, 
but only if they already had 
a prescription. Emergency 
contraception, also known 
by the brand name Plan B, 
is available in South Caro-
lina over the counter without 
a prescription for anyone 17 
and older.

But Fossum said when she 
worked for a gynecologist, 
she met many teenagers 

with questions about sexu-
ally transmitted infections 
and pregnancy who resisted 
testing or birth control for fear 
their parents would find out. 
The bill would ensure fewer 
teens seek that care, Fos-
sum said.

“A 16-year-old can drive a car 
and have a job. A 17-year-old 
can graduate high school, go 
to college, enter the work-
force and be persecuted 
as an adult,” Fossum said. 
“Teenagers are people, too, 
and they deserve a right to 
safety and privacy.”

But Sessions said it’s the par-
ent’s responsibility to have 
those difficult conversations. 
He’s had those same conver-
sations with his own 16-year-
old daughter, he added.

“Don’t you think that includ-
ing the parents is necessary 
and vital to guide that child?” 
Sessions said.

Not all parents have their 
child’s best interests at heart, 
Rep. Courtney Waters said 
Tuesday. A victim of abuse 
might be less likely to seek 
help, the North Charleston 
Democrat said.

Sessions noted the bill speci-
fies that parents do not have 
the right to abuse or neglect 
a child. But Waters coun-
tered that’s so vague, it could 
cause a doctor to hesitate in 
providing care.

Education
The bill directs school dis-
tricts to come up with policies 
to ensure parents’ control 
over their child’s education.

If parents don’t approve of 
their child’s extracurricular 
activities, they could with-
draw their child from those 
groups. Parents could keep 
their child from lessons or 
presentations conflicting with 
their beliefs “regarding sex, 
morality or religion.”

Schools would need to pro-

vide at least five days’ notice 
and get parents’ permission 
for their child to participate 
in lessons geared toward 
“studying, exploring, or in-
forming students about gen-
der roles or stereotypes, 
gender identity, gender ex-
pression, or sexual orienta-
tion.”

Among the records made 
readily available to parents 
would be any evaluations 
done by the school guidance 
counselor.

That raised concerns for Wa-
ters, a former public school 
teacher. For many students, 
the guidance counselor is 
the only adult they can talk to 
about sensitive topics, such 
as questions about their gen-
der or sexuality, she said.

“We are most likely closing 
up avenues for them to actu-

ally have conversations that 
might save their lives,” Wa-
ters said, pointing to higher 
rates of mental health issues 
and suicidal thoughts among 
LGBTQ youth than their 
peers.

State law already requires 
guidance counselors and 
other school staff to notify 
students’ parents when chil-
dren ask to change their pro-
nouns or say they’re a differ-
ent gender.

Either way, parents want to 
know if their child is having 
those conversations so they 
can discuss that with their 
child, said Rep. Jordan Pace, 
another former teacher who 
leads the ultra-conservative 
Freedom Caucus.

“I think it is very important to 
keep this in the bill so that 
parents can know these con-

versations that are happen-
ing,” the Goose Creek Re-
publican said.

The bill also sets up a com-
plaint process for parents 
if they believe a school or 
teacher is keeping informa-
tion from them.

If their written complaints 
aren’t resolved through local 
school officials or an appeal 
to the State Board of Edu-
cation, parents can sue for 
$5,000 per violation. A judge 
must throw out any lawsuit 
filed before the complaint 
process is fully completed. 
The school wouldn’t be liable 
if a teacher or other employ-
ee acts on their own against 
district policy and without 
their supervisor’s knowledge.
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On Friday, February 6, 2026, Sheriff Sam Richardson proudly swore in six new Detention Deputies, marking the beginning of their journey of service, integrity, and 
commitment to Dorchester County.
We are proud to welcome Detention Deputies Branham, Clayton, Dorsey, Ling, Reid, and Ward to the Dorchester County Sheriff’s Office!
Each of these deputies has stepped forward to serve something greater than themselves, and we are proud to have them on our team.
Please help us congratulate these new Detention Deputies and join us in welcoming them as they begin serving and protecting Dorchester County.

Dorchester County Sheriff’s Office Swears in New Deputies

Dorchester County Emergency 
Medical Services

Recognizes Alison Brooks as  
Knights of Columbus 
Paramedic of the Year

Paramedic Alison Brooks was recognized as 
the Summerville Knights of Columbus 2025 
EMT of the Year. Alison has been a valuable 
member of Dorchester EMS Department since 
2023. Although Alison will be leaving us at the 
end of March, her impact on our community 
will last for years to come. Congratulations, 
Paramedic Brooks.

Call 
803-245-8010 for 

ads or email
dorchesterlead-
er@gmail.com
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Family & Marriage

Roger Rollins,
Family and Marriage Coalition

Opinion / Editorial

Attorney Bill Connor
BILL  CONNOR  LAW  FIRM,  LLC

1408 RUSSELL STREET, SUITE 
11, ORANGEBURG SC 29115     

P 803-937-5571   

“If we open a quarrel between 
past and present, we shall find 
that we have lost the future.” –  
Winston Churchill

“For if you forgive others 
for their transgressions, your 
heavenly Father will also for-
give you.” – Bible (Mathew 
6:14)

Years ago, I went with a friend of 
mine to a trailer house he owned 
but rented out. The recent renter 
had just been evicted for failing 
to pay rent for several months. 
The evicted person didn’t seem 
to care; he just packed up a few 
belongings and left. My friend, 
who hadn’t been in the house 
for quite a while, was amazed to 
find it full of  “stuff.” Not neces-
sarily garbage, just a vast accu-
mulation of useless items, years 
of old newspapers, mountains 
of old clothes, old appliances, 
worn out furniture, and more.
More recently, I had a conver-
sation with someone who is 
having problems with his wife. 
He’s trying to deal with issues 
that have caused problems in the 
past, but one keeps resurfacing. 
She keeps recalling a time when 
he became unreasonably angry. 
She wasn’t the direct cause of 
his anger, but received some of 
it, being in the house with him. 
He apologized for his behavior. 
But she hasn’t forgotten. She 
keeps bringing it up and hold-
ing it against him.
It’s hard to move from the past 
into the present and look for-
ward to a brighter future. It’s 
easier to think about where 
we’ve been than to focus on 
where we’re going. But if we 
keep looking back, we may 
crash into the things in front of 

us. Perhaps that’s why the Bible 
places great emphasis on letting 
go of yesterday. It’s ok to dwell 
on the good things in the past 
once in a while and perhaps seek 
reconciliation of some past fail-
ure, if that would be of benefit. 
However, it’s often best just to 
move forward, and not try to res-
urrect the past.
 We have probably done or said 
hurtful things to others, including 
our family members, for which 
we should apologize. Then we 
should move forward into a bet-
ter future. Now it’s up to the per-
son to whom we’ve apologized 
to forgive us and also move on.
The world, especially in the po-
litical arena, has great difficulty 
forgiving. Most of our politi-
cians today seem to be focusing 
on the wrong that has been done 
by others, instead of forgiving, 
working together, and moving 
forward. And those who may 
have made a mistake have a dif-
ficult time admitting it, and seek-
ing forgiveness, because they 
know that others are unlikely to 
forgive.
I have a very poor memory, and I 
often have to ask my wife about 
the names of people and specifics 
of past events. I find that those 
things I do remember are more 
negative than positive. That may 
just be me, but I make a con-
scious effort to focus on the good 
, both of present events, and the 
ones I can recall from the past.

Max Lucado, in his book “Ev-
ery Day Deserves a Chance,” 
has suggestions for moving be-
yond the past.  For example, we 
should major on the grace of 
God. We will mess up. We must 
seek forgiveness when that’s 
needed and then trust in God to 

move forward. If the one we’ve 
offended continues to be upset, 
pray for them and love them. 
Learn to receive forgiveness, 
and to forgive. As the Bible 
says in 2 Timothy 2:1, “You 
therefore, my son, be strong in 
the grace that is in Christ Je-
sus.” Grace can overcome a lot 
of offenses. In fact, Jesus says 
seventy times seven. But He 
really meant unlimited forgive-
ness.
A lesson I’ve learned about 
forgiveness is to “Always be 
joyful. Pray continually. Give 
thanks whatever happens.” (1 
Thessalonians 5:16-18) I can’t 
change the past. I can ask for 
forgiveness and forgive when 
that’s needed. And then I let 
go and move forward. “Jesus 
said to him, ‘No one who puts 
his hand to the plow and looks 
back is fit for the kingdom of 
God.’” – (Luke 9:62)
Family and Marriage Coalition 
of Aiken, Inc. (FAMCO) was 
created to provide resources for 
you to succeed in your marriage 
and families. Roger Rollins, 
Executive Director, FAMCO, 
803-640-4689, rogerrollins@
gmail.com. Let us know how 
we can help.

What Do You Do with 
Trash?

DEMOCRATS FIGHT IMMIGRATION 
ENFORCEMENT TO HAVE A FUTURE

By Bill Connor
         Around a week ago, the 
Trump administration an-
nounced the withdrawal of 700 
Federal Agents from Minne-
sota. This came as Immigration 
Czar Tom Holman went there 
to announce the drawdown 
and willingness to work with 
state and local political lead-
ers. These gestures were met 
by heightened efforts to impede 
immigration enforcement. Ac-
cording to DHS Assistant Sec-
retary Tricia McLaughlin, anti-
ICE agitators claim they would 
block over a thousand streets 
in Minneapolis, and elaborated 
“The Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) is detailing cas-
es in which anti-ICE agitators 
actively helped criminal illegal 
immigrants evade federal ar-
rest, including suspects accused 
of child rape, domestic abuse 
and gang-related violence. The 
cases point to a growing pat-

tern of organized interference 
with federal immigration en-
forcement during recent ICE 
operations. These are the mon-
sters that agitators and sanctuary 
politicians are protecting, we re-
mind the public that obstructing 
law enforcement is a felony and 
a federal crime.” https://www.
foxnews.com/politics/child-rap-
ists-gang-members-domestic-
abusers-helped-evading-depor-
tation-anti-ice-agitators-dhs The 
Democratic Party is behind the 
fight against immigration en-
forcement and will not stop.
      First, Democrats recognize 
they have no future if immi-
gration laws are upheld. Ac-
cording to Politico, by 2030 
Democrats could be in an irre-
versible losing political posi-
tion “By combining the census 
bureau’s new state population 
estimates for 2025 with previ-
ous years’ data, experts quickly 
projected the number of House 

seats — and Electoral College 
votes — states will gain or lose 
after the 2030 Census in the pro-
cess known as reapportionment. 
And while those projections dif-
fer slightly, they all had bad news 
for Democrats: GOP-leaning 
states will gain electoral power 
and Democratic-leaning states 
will lose it if the trends contin-
ue.” https://www.politico.com/
news/2026/01/28/2030-elector-
al-college-projections-00750488  
         Despite reports Americans 
are moving from Blue States to 
Red States in historic numbers, 
Democrats can still use illegal 
immigration as an offset. The 
vast majority of illegal immi-
grants end up residing in Demo-
crat Congressional Districts and 
“Blue” cities www.scrippsnews.
com/us-news/after-crossing-
border-migrants-end-up-in-blue-
states-more-than-red Though 
illegal immigrants cannot vote 

by law (note: evidence abounds 
that many still vote), they are 
still counted for apportionment 
purposes. This leads to more 
Democrat Congressional Dis-
tricts than would otherwise be 
the case. The Biden Administra-
tion shipped millions of illegal 
immigrants from red border states like Texas 
to blue places throughout the nation during 
his term. Additionally, Democrats know new 
immigrants vote overwhelming Democrat 
and that illegal immigrants would vote al-
most solely Democrat if given the chance. If 
Democrats were able to obtain amnesty, they 
would have a monopoly on this voting block.
        The above explains seemingly irratio-
nal political positions taken by the Demo-
crat Party dealing with elections and illegal 
immigrants. For example, 84% of Ameri-
cans, including over 70% of Democrat 
voters, want voter identification (ID) na-
tionwide  https://x.com/RepublicanStudy/
status/2018470557071847543 Regardless, 
Democrat Party leaders fight voter ID in-
cluding using the race card. Though Black 
Americans have made clear they find it in-
sulting (racist?) to allege they cannot obtain 
ID to vote, Democratic Party leaders con-
tinue. When Chuck Schumer called Voter ID 
“Jim Crow 2.0”, Black Democrat commen-
tator Steven Smith slammed Schumer over 
the insult https://thehill.com/blogs/in-the-
know/5725375-stephen-smith-
slams-democrats-voter-id/ It 
hasn’t stopped the race bating 
on this issue.
       The Biden Administration 
wasn’t incompetent by allowing 
the (likely) 20 million illegal 
immigrations to invade Ameri-
ca. They also weren’t incompe-
tent shipping illegal immigrants 
to key locations. This was pure 
Democratic Party power poli-
tics.
      All this explains the in-
sane level of “resistance” we 
see against enforcement of im-
migration law. The Democrats 
know they can do nothing about 
Trump cutting off all illegal im-
migration across the southern 
border (something they claimed 
was impossible). Stopping the 
invasion is popular with all 
Americans and would make 
the Democrat agenda too obvi-
ous. Therefore, they have put all 
efforts into keeping illegal im-
migrants in America, and par-
ticularly in the blue districts. We 
see rioting and attacks on ICE 
in blue cities, but none of this in 
red areas.
      In causing mayhem with the 
resistance in blue places like 
Minneapolis and Los Angeles, 
the Democratic party receives 
help from two “allies”. First, are 
what Bolsheviks called “useful 
idiots”. These people help de-
fend some of the worst illegal 
immigrant criminals believing 
they are on the side of compas-
sion or “Suicidal empathy”. The 
next group is the actual commu-
nists and socialists who seek to 
overthrow the entire American 
system to end private property 

and individual rights. We’ve 
seen this play out with the USSR, 
Communist China, Cuba, North 
Korea, and Cambodia. Congress 
is investigating how a CCP con-
nected billionaire in China is 
funding socialist groups attack-
ing federal agents and resist-
ing immigration enforcement 
in Minneapolis and beyond. 
https://oversight.house.gov/
release/oversight-republicans-
investigate-funding-behind-los-
angeles-riots-linked-to-chinese-
communist-party/ In 2020, after 
radicals burned down a Min-
neapolis police precinct station 
only three days after George 
Floyd died, we learned of the 
socialist/communist support 
then. The Democratic Party ap-
pears to believe they can control 
this monster of communism as 
an ally to stop immigration en-
forcement, though history tells 
this is impossible.
       This despicable strategy to 
weaponize immigration for po-
litical advantage will destroy the 
United States if not stopped. The 
United Kingdom’s Labor Party 
went with a similar plan under 
Tony Blaire in 1997, knowing 
immigrants would overwhelm-
ingly vote Labor Party. This 
strategy has crushed British So-
ciety to a point many believe 
either Sharia law or civil war is 
inevitable.
       Psalm 133:1 proclaims, 
“how good and pleasant it is for 
brothers to dwell together in uni-
ty!” America needs to be united 
again, under our law and under 
our motto “In God We Trust!”
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Classifieds Community 
CalendarANNOUNCEMENTS

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest last-
ing material – steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles 
and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer up to 50% 
off installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-855-900-1261

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free in-
formation kit! Call 833-230-
8692

We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair cash of-
fer today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-855-704-3381

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 

Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance – NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-397-7030 
www.dental50plus.com/60 
#6258

AUCTIONS
ADVERTISE YOUR AUC-
TION in 80 S.C. newspapers 
for only $375. Your 25-word 
classified ad will reach more 
than 1.5 million readers.  
Call Randall Savely at the 
S.C. Newspaper Network, 
803-750-9561.

HELP WANTED – DRIV-
ERS
ADVERTISE YOUR DRIV-
ER JOBS in 80 S.C. news-
papers for only $375. Your 
25-word classified ad will 
reach more than 1.5 million 
readers.  Call Randall Savely 
at the S.C. Newspaper Net-
work, 803-750-9561.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR 
SALE
Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 

to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-844-775-0366 
today to schedule a free quote. 
It’s not just a generator. It’s a 
power move.

TELEVISION & INTERNET 
SERVICES
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET 
– Get your favorite live TV, 
sports and local channels. 99% 
signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 
months. HBO Max and Pre-
mium Channels included for 
3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
237-9741

DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on your 
roof! Sign up for Directv and 
get your first three months of 
Max, Paramount+, Showtime, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax 
included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restrictions 
apply. Call DIRECTV 1-844-
624-1107

Get DISH Satellite TV + In-
ternet!  Free Install, Free HD-
DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-
Demand Movies, Plus Lim-
ited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-877-542-
0759

VACATION RENTALS
ADVERTISE YOUR VA-
CATION PROPERTY FOR 
RENT OR SALE to more than 
1.5 million S.C. newspaper 
readers. Your 25-word classi-
fied ad will appear in 80 S.C. 
newspapers for only $375. Call 
Randall Savely at the South 
Carolina Newspaper Network, 
803-750-9561.
•	
SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE
Looking to make 50K 
or more. Benefits, leads 
and more provided. No 
experience necessary, 
but should be motivated 
to meet customers and 
share ideas to help busi-
nesses get more custom-
ers. Send an email and 
resume and let us know 
best times to call you 
back. Send to 
d o r c h e s t e r l e a d e r @
gmail.com

Attorney Bill Connor
BILL  CONNOR  LAW  FIRM,  LLC

1408 RUSSELL STREET, SUITE 11, 
ORANGEBURG SC 29115

P 803-937-5571   |   F 803-937-6647

located about 15 miles away from 
the proposed Colleton County 
data center.

There’s also a difference in how 
data centers use power.

In the summer, when the air con-
ditioning is pumping, residen-
tial users can pull as much as 
7 kilowatts of power, Frick said, 
but they only hit that high mark 
about 25% of the time. To keep 
the lights on, power companies 
have to build power plants large 
enough to meet that top-level de-
mand, even though only a frac-
tion of it is in constant use.

Industry on the other hand sits at 
about 80% usage and data cen-
ters can be in excess of 90%. 
That higher level of usage, in turn, 
generates high sales and more 
money utilities can use to pay off 
fixed costs, such as power lines, 
bucket trucks and power plants.

Data centers can benefit com-
munities in another way — in the 
form of property taxes.

In Aiken County for example, Wil-
liams said the government and 
schools will pull in $4.8 million 
annually for the next 40 years 
from Meta.  That’s equivalent to 
the property taxes paid by 3,100 
homeowners with homes valued 
at $375,000.

And the 100 jobs Meta pledged in 
the county — they’ll pay $130,000 
a year, compared to the average 
manufacturing wage of $80,000.

The resolution
Seven legislators in Colleton 
County’s nine-member delegation 
signed a resolution urging Colle-
ton County Council “to oppose the 
proposed data center campus on 
Cooks Hill Road.”

They represent over 90% of the 
delegation’s “weighted vote,” ac-
cording to the news release. In 
delegations, votes aren’t equal. 
Legislators’ votes are propor-
tioned depending on how much of 
the county they represent.

“Whereas, the ACE Basin is one 
of the largest protected coastal 
ecosystems on the East Coast,” 
the resolution begins.

“The ACE Basin Initiative was es-
tablished 36 years ago to protect 
and preserve the rich history and 
diverse ecosystems of the ACE 
Basin through voluntary public/
private partnerships,” it continues. 
“Over its 36-year history the ACE 
Basin Initiative has facilitated 
protection of more than 350,000 
acres in the Ashepoo, Combahee 
and Edisto River Basins through 
collaborative processes, resulting 
in state and federal wildlife ref-
uges and preserves, state wildlife 
management areas, and private 
property protected by voluntary 
conservations easements.”

The “whereas” portion concludes 
with this line: “Data center devel-
opments are not appropriate in 
the Ace Basin Watershed.”

It’s signed by:

Sen. Chip Campsen, R-Isle of 
Palms, chairman of the Senate 
Fish Game and Forestry Commit-
tee

Sen. Margie Bright Matthews, D-
Walterboro
Sen. Matt Leber, R-Johns Island
Rep. Justin Bamberg, D-Bamberg
Rep. Robby Robbins, R-Summer-
ville
Rep. James Teeple, R-Johns Is-
land
Rep. Michael Rivers, D-St. Hel-
ena Island
Delegation members not sign-
ing the resolution are Senate 
Minority Leader Brad Hutto, D-
Orangeburg; and Rep. Bill Hager, 
R-Hampton.

_SC Daily Gazette Editor Seanna 
Adcox

Dorchester Academy
Basketball 

     Schedule Update
🏀The region game from Friday that was cancelled will now be 
played tomorrow (Monday February 9th) at Cathedral. This 
is B team boys at 4:00, followed by JV Boys, Varsity Girls, 
and Varsity Boys. The St. Johns game originally scheduled for 
Monday has been cancelled and if it’s rescheduled will be just 
a varsity contest. This week’s schedule:
Feb 9- Monday at Cathedral: B Team Boys, JV Boys, Varsity 
Girls, Varsity Boys
Feb 9- Monday at First Baptist: JV Girls (5:00)
Feb 10- Tuesday at Andrew Jackson: B Team Boys, JV Boys, 
Varsity Girls, Varsity Boys
Feb 10- Tuesday at Wilson Hall: JV Girls at Wilson Hall (5:00)
JV Girls host John Paul II on Wednesday at 4:00 before the B 
team games vs Colleton Prep. 
Feb 11- Wednesday vs Colleton Prep: B Team Girls (5:00) 
and B Team Boys 
Feb 12 - Thursday vs. Patrick Henry (Senior Night): JV Girls, 
JV Boys, Varsity Girls, Varsity Boys

Feb 14-Saturday Region 
Tournament @ Cathedral: 
JV Boys (11:30am) , Varsity 
Girls (2:30 PM), Varsity Boys 
(4:00 pm)
Feb 16-Monday 2/16 Re-
gion Tournament @ Cathe-
dral: JV Girls Championship 
Game (4:00) and Champion-
ship games for anyone who 
wins on Saturday.
State Tournament for Varsity 
Girls and Boys is begins on 
February 20th and February 
21st (Brackets typically re-
leased on 2/18)

Dorchester School 
District 4

Employment Session 
Feb 12

Looking for job training, ca-
reer guidance, or help pay-
ing for training? SC Works 
Trident will host information 
sessions on February 12 at 
Dorchester Adult Education. 
Walk-ins welcome at 10 AM, 
1 PM, or 5 PM. Learn how to 
take your next step toward 
employment.

Dorchester County Emergency Medical Services
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Proverbs 12
New International 

Version
12 Whoever loves discipline 
loves knowledge,
    but whoever hates cor-
rection is stupid.

2 Good people obtain favor 
from the Lord,
    but he condemns 
those who devise wicked 
schemes.

3 No one can be estab-
lished through wickedness,
    but the righteous cannot 
be uprooted.

4 A wife of noble character 
is her husband’s crown,
    but a disgraceful wife is 
like decay in his bones.

5 The plans of the righteous 
are just,
    but the advice of the 
wicked is deceitful.

6 The words of the wicked 
lie in wait for blood,
    but the speech of the up-
right rescues them.

7 The wicked are over-
thrown and are no more,
    but the house of the righ-
teous stands firm.

8 A person is praised ac-
cording to their prudence,
    and one with a warped 
mind is despised.

9 Better to be a nobody and 
yet have a servant
    than pretend to be some-
body and have no food.

10 The righteous care for 
the needs of their animals,
    but the kindest acts of 
the wicked are cruel.

11 Those who work their 
land will have abundant 
food,
    but those who chase fan-
tasies have no sense.

12 The wicked desire the 
stronghold of evildoers,
    but the root of the righ-
teous endures.

13 Evildoers are trapped by 
their sinful talk,
    and so the innocent es-
cape trouble.

14 From the fruit of their 
lips people are filled with 
good things,
    and the work of their 
hands brings them reward.

15 The way of fools seems 
right to them,
    but the wise listen to ad-
vice.

16 Fools show their annoy-
ance at once,
    but the prudent overlook 
an insult.

17 An honest witness tells 
the truth,
    but a false witness tells 
lies.

18 The words of the reck-
less pierce like swords,
    but the tongue of the 
wise brings healing.

19 Truthful lips endure for-
ever,
    but a lying tongue lasts 
only a moment.

20 Deceit is in the hearts of 
those who plot evil,
    but those who promote 
peace have joy.

21 No harm overtakes the 
righteous,
    but the wicked have their 
fill of trouble.

22 The Lord detests lying 
lips,
    but he delights in people 
who are trustworthy.

I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me.
– Philippians 4:13

23 The prudent keep their 
knowledge to themselves,
    but a fool’s heart blurts 
out folly.

24 Diligent hands will rule,
    but laziness ends in 
forced labor.

25 Anxiety weighs down 
the heart,
    but a kind word cheers 
it up.

26 The righteous choose 
their friends carefully,
    but the way of the wick-
ed leads them astray.

27 The lazy do not roast[a] 
any game,
    but the diligent feed on 
the riches of the hunt.

28 In the way of righteous-
ness there is life;
    along that path is immor-
tality.

Footnotes
Proverbs 12:27 The mean-
ing of the Hebrew for this 
word is uncertain.

Proverb

This local church directory is brought 
to you courtesy of The Participating
Sponsors and Businesses and
The Dorchester Leader.
Please be sure to thank them. There is 
no cost to the church.
To update or add a listing or photo, or 
sponsorship questions call Karen at 
803-245-8010
========================
Abundant Life Community
Church - 5480 Memorial Blvd., 
St.George, SC - Pastor: George W. Stanley
803-496-6051 or 803-496-6639
Bethel AME Church
165 S. Railroad Ave., Ridgeville,
Rev. Steven L. Evans... 843-871-9542
Bethel AME Church,
5585 Memorial Blvd, St. George, 563-4043
Bethel Baptist Church,
120 Bethel Dr., St. George, 563-2845
Bethel #2
Word Outreach Ministries
6601 Johnston Ave., Reevesville
843-563-3095 / Pastor: Rev. Rosetta
Sanders
Bethel Holiness Church #2,
4397 Wire Rd., Reevesville, 563-7855
Bethel Church of the Bend,
1163 Beidler Forest Rd., Harleyville / 
Pastor: Paul Lawton
Bethlehem Baptist Church,
1327 Seven Mile Rd., Harleyville, 563-9346
Beulah Baptist Church, 5502 Wire Rd., 
Branchville
Brown’s Chapel FBH Church,
180 Brown Chapel Rd., St. George, 
563-2994
Calvary Baptist Church,
147 Smoak Rd., Dorchester,
Pastor: Alex Meade 843-695-9757
Cathedral of Hope Ministry
PO Box 754, St. George
Bishop David L. Baxter, Jr.
Church of Christ Apostolic,
1184 Wire Rd., Dorchester, 563-6853
Church of Christ, 767 Hwy. 15, St. George,
563-4820
Cotton Gin Church
Hwy. 78, Reevesville
Cypress Methodist Church
256 Meyers-Mayo Rd.Ridgeville, SC 29472
Door Family Worship Center
5811 Jim Bilton Blvd., St. George, SC
843-810-2798 or 843-593-5378
Duncan Chapel Church
875 Duncan Chapel Rd., Bowman
Paul Lawton, Pastor
Eagle Wings Tabernacle Of Praise,
1251 E. Main St., Hwy. 178
Dorchester...462-2347
Elem Missionary Baptist
Church, 209 Two Churches Road
Harleyville 462-7242
Freedom Worship & Praise Center
1044 Raysor Street (former NOW bldg.)
St. George, SC 563-3000
First Baptist Church of Harleyville,
211 W. Main St., Harleyville, 462-7410
First Harleyville Methodist Church, 
Main St, Harleyville, 462-7270
Good Hope Baptist Church,
115 N. Metts St., St. George, 563-3390
Greater Grace Outreach Ministries
128 John St., Harleyville, SC
Jasper Goodwin, Pastor
Greater St. Paul AME Church,
633 Thomas Kate Road, Dorchester,
462-7713, Rev. Kortez Chisolm
Grover Methodist Church,

Hwy. 15, Grover, 843-931-1005
Harleyville Christian Church
160 Main St., Harleyville, 560-2540
Harleyville Southern Methodist Church
138 Second Bend Rd., Harleyville,
462-7814
Harvest Covenant Faith Ministry,
107 S. Parler Ave., St. George, 563-3305
Harvey’s Chapel Baptist Church, 
1414 Quaker Rd., St. George
House of God,
Harleyville, 462-2372
House of God Church,
110 Hughes Rd., Dorchester 563-6644
House of God Keith Dominion
Dorchester
House of Prayer and Praise Baptist Church
104 East Main St., Harleyville, SC
Pastor: Clara M. Rivers Ph:843-462-2605
Indian Field Methodist Church,
2030 Hwy. 15N., St. George,
Pastor: Thomas Sandifer, 803-308-4646
Jericho Baptist Church,
2965 McAl, Reevesville, 563-4018
Jerusalem Baptist Church,
135 Jerusalem Loop St. George,
Rev. Randy Simmons, 563-2046
Jerusalem UM Church,
Harleyville, 462-2352
Jesus Church of God
200 N. Parler Avenue, St. George,
563-7100, Pastor Willis
Johnsonville Christian Community Church
1251 E. Main St., Hwy. 178, Dorchester
Pastor: Tommy Johnson
Light Of The World S.O.P.
141 Parler Avenue, St. George,
563-9761, Pastor Stanley Shepherd
Lighthouse Community Baptist Church,
5801 W. Jim Bilton Blvd., St. George
Limestone Baptist Church,
1890 East Main St, Dorchester, 462-7724
Memorial Baptist Church
101 May St., St. George
563-3058
Morris Chapel UMC
115 Morris Chapel Rd.,
Dorchester, 563-4599
Mt. Tabor Baptist Church,
1425 Mt. Tabor Rd., Bowman,
(803) 829-2501
Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church
290 Mt. Pisgah Rd.,
Reevesville 843-563-4121
Mt. Zion AME Church,
Hwy. 453, Harleyville, 462-2084
Mt. Zion Baptist Church,
Mt. Zion Community, 563-4045
New Grace UMC
1358 Quaker Rd., St. George, 563-6361
Pastor: Rev. Constance N. Barnes
New Hope AME Church,
950 Sugar Hill Rd., St. George, 563-5417
Pastor: Rev. Betty Walker Collins
Old St. George Baptist Church, 
509 Old St. George Rd.,
St. George, 563-4263
Prospect Southern Methodist Church
344 Flatwoods Rd., Bowman
Pastor Jim Bogstad
Reevesville Baptist Church,
Rigby St., Reevesville, 563-4333
Remant of God Ministries
171 W. Main St., Harleyville
Pastors: Jamie and Christie Wheeler
Ridgeville Baptist Church
150 N. Main Street, Ridgeville, SC
Pastor Rev. Thomas Cousins 843-900-1005
Ridgeville Church of God
444 School Street, Ridgeville, SC
Pastor: Charles Houston - 843-821-0500
Ridgeville Church of The Nazarene
539 South Railroad Street, Ridgeville,

Pastor: Rev. Sylvia Mallory
Associate: James Mallory
843-513-4844
St. Daniel UMC
Two Churches Road, Harleyville
Pastor: Rev. Lawrence Cantey, Jr.
462-2080
St. George Church of God,
326 Quaker Rd., St. George,
Pastor: Norman Garrett 843-870-6955
St. George Pentecostal Holiness Church,
110 Reed St., St. George
Pastor: Roger Smoak 843-922-1952
St. George Methodist Church,
120 N. Parler Ave., St. George,563-3213
St. John United Methodist Church, 
1069 Sandridge Rd.,
Dorchester, 563-9190
St. Mark Baptist Church,
Alice Lane, Pregnall, 563-4618
St. Mark Baptist Church,
Texas Community, 563-8414
St. Mark United Methodist Church, 
1241 St. Mark Bowman Rd.
St. George, 563-9288
St. Matthew Baptist Church,
6710 Johnston Ave., Reevesville, 563-2421
St. Matthews Baptist Church,
2593 Wire Rd., St. George, 563-4591
St. Phillip Christian Church,
Hwy. 78., Reevesville
Salem United Methodist Church, Salem 
Rd., Dorchester, Pastor: Edward Stiltz
Second Providence Baptist Church,
130 Providence Lane, Bowman
Phone: 563-2802
Shady Grove UM Church,
9221 Charleston Hwy., St. George,563-2779
Shiloh FBH Church,
4387 Hwy. 78, St. George, 563-7500
Solomon’s Porch Holiness
Church of Deliverance
5580 Memorial Blvd., St. George,
Pastor: Ada K. Berry
Surprise Baptist Church,
493 Limestone Rd., Dorchester, 563-8933
Temple Of Refuge - United
Restoration Tabernacle of Prayer
315 Parler Ave., St. George, SC 29477,
843-908-8439
Temple of Christ Church,
136 Christ Church Drive, St. George,
563-8338 ... Pastor John D. Lary
The Church of God For All
People - 141 Lucky Ave., St. George
Pastor: Richard Thompson
The Great Commission Church
421 N. Parler Ave., St. George
Pastor: Joe Modica 843-560-0451
The House of God
3598 Wire Rd., St. George, 563-3436
The Village Church of St. George - EPC
202 N. Parler Avenue, St. George, SC
Pastor: Pete Roman Ph: 843.408.9736
Trinity UM Church,
5653 Memorial Blvd., St. George
Whitestone Baptist Church,
224 Whitestone Dr., Reevesville, 636-9600
Word of God Church, Inc.
Pastor Joella K. Simmons - 563-9800,
408 Gavin St., St. George
Zion Methodist Church,
1194 Zion Rd., Dorchester
Pastor: Ronald Brewer

This space 
could be yours for 

just $14
per week

This space 
could be 
yours for 
just $25
per week

803-245-8010

Rev. Dr. 
W a s h i n g t o n 
“Wash” Webster 
Belangia 
Rev. Dr. Washington 
“Wash” Webster Belangia 
IV, 82, of Reevesville, SC 
peacefully entered eter-
nal rest on February 5, 
2026.  Wash was born on 
April 26, 1943 in Charles-
ton, SC to Washington 
Webster “Junior” Belangia 
III and Elizabeth “Betty” 
Mann Belangia.  

A service of remembrance 
will be held 3:00 PM on 
Friday, February 20, at St. 
George Methodist Church.  
The family will receive 
friends from 2:00 PM until 
time of service.

Wash was predeceased 
by his wife, Elaine Funk 

Belangia.  Surviving are 
his two children, Dr. Webb 
(Shannon) of Mauldin,SC 
and Kelli (Sam) Shrivas-
tava of Mason, Ohio; five 
grandchildren, Trey (Dana) 
Belangia, Grace Belan-
gia, Caroline Belangia, Ian 
Shrivastava, and Miriam 
Elise Shrivastava; four 
great-grandchildren and 
one great-great-grandchild; 
and one sister, Brenda (Jim) 
Barry of Pinopolis, SC

Wash grew up in and at-
tended school in St. Ste-
phen, SC where his colorful 

and creative life began.  He 
was a tap dancer and was 
the quarterback of his high 
school football team.  He 
got caught racing school 
buses with an unnamed 
cousin and played in a steel 
drum band.  In high school, 
he added his own unscript-
ed creative flair to a school 
play’s final scene, involv-
ing a dead bird and a track 
starting gun; a moment so 
memorable it has been re-
told for decades.

He was a proud 1965 grad-
uate of The Citadel.  As a 
young husband and father, 
he was called to ministry.  
He started his ministry in 
Grover, SC and eventually 
completed his Masters of 
Divinity and Doctorate of 
Ministry from Erskine Theo-
logical Seminary.  Wash 
served as a pastor in The 
United Methodist Church for 
44 years.  In his retirement 
years, he enjoyed traveling 
with his wife and playing 
drums in a jazz band.  He 
was compassionate and 

funny and a story-teller ex-
traordinaire.  

Memorials may be made 
to St. Stephen Episcopal 
Church Restoration Fund 
P.O. Box 517 St. Stephen, 
SC  29479

Funeral Home 
Logo
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Kayakers paddle along the Edisto River in South Carolina’s ACE Basin. (Photo 
courtesy of SC Coastal Conservation League)

SC legislators denounce 
Lowcountry data center while 

mulling regulations for the industry
By: Jessica Holdman

COLUMBIA — Seven state leg-
islators whose districts cover 
parts of Colleton County officially 
came out against a gigawatt data 
center proposed for the rural 
county in South Carolina’s Low-
country.

The legislators’ protest of the $6 
billion project Thursday follows 
that of Colleton County residents 
who, in December, packed the 

Walterboro town auditorium to 
voice their opposition. Their bi-
partisan proclamation — signed 
by four Republicans and three 
Democrats (see below) — also 
came on the same day senators 
began hearing testimony on an 
effort to further regulate the data 
center industry.

These computing centers are 
facing pushback nationwide, 
even as more are planned to 
power technical advancements 
being driven by artificial intelli-
gence.

The opposition is due in large 
part to the massive amount of 
energy required by large data 
centers — known as hyperscal-
ers — which are coming online 
en masse at the same time resi-
dents are seeing major cost in-
creases on their monthly power 
bills.

To address concerns, Sen. Tom 
Davis introduced legislation set-
ting standards for how and where 
data centers are built in the Pal-
metto State, as well as how their 
power needs are paid for.

“There are certain parts of South 
Carolina that clearly aren’t suit-
able for data centers,” the Beau-
fort Republican told the SC Daily 
Gazette.

At the heart of the issue in Colle-
ton County, he said, is the prox-
imity to South Carolina’s beloved 
ACE Basin.

The 350,000-acre undeveloped 
estuary named for the Ashepoo, 
Combahee, and Edisto rivers 
that feed are home to state and 
federally protected species.

The Ashepoo River lies about 6 
miles south of the data center 
site. Last month, a pair of resi-
dents sued the county over a 
zoning law change that made the 
860-acre project possible.

Regulating data centers
Davis’ proposal sets up an office 
within the state Department of 
Environmental Services to per-
mit these centers, holding them 
to areas that can handle their de-
mands for resources.

“Data centers have become 
an essential part of the digital 
economy,” said Rob Devlin, who 
leads the water permitting office 
inside the environmental agency. 
“They power everything from 
cloud computing and artificial 
intelligence to essential online 
services and businesses citizens 
rely on every day.”

At the same time, Devlin said, 
advanced planning on where 
to locate these centers for both 
power and water is essential, 

especially along the coast where 
residents rely heavily on under-
ground aquifers for fresh water 
supply.

The Legislature could opt to task 
Devlin’s team with evaluating 
data centers for water use, noise 
and proximity to environmentally 
sensitive areas.

Data center operators historically 
have been secretive about wa-
ter usage. It took a resident su-

ing Dorchester County in 2024 
to force the county to publicize 
water requirements for a Google 
data center located near rural St. 
George.

Davis’ proposal would mandate 
that data centers report that in-
formation to the state annually. 
And it would require data center 
developers use the most water-
efficient methods available to cool 
the rows of computer servers that 
keep the country’s information su-
perhighway humming.

Water worries
Many, including the proposed 
Colleton County project, are al-
ready doing this.

Ken Loeber, co-founder of Char-
lotte-based development firm Ea-
gle Rock Partners, in December 
said the Colleton County center 
would need about 12,000 gallons 
of water a day, the equivalent of 
14, four-bedroom homes.

A rendering of the $800 million 
data center under construction in 
Aiken County by Facebook par-
ent company Meta. (Provided by 
Meta)
And in Aiken County, Facebook 
parent company Meta will use less 
than 30,000 gallons per day when 
the tech-giant’s data center is up 
and running, according to Will 
Williams, who handles economic 
development for Aiken, Edgefield, 
Saluda and McCormick counties.

Two other, smaller Aiken County 
data centers under development 
by DC Blox and a company called 
Oppidan are each expected to 
use 300 gallons per day or less, 
Williams told senators.

Most centers accomplish this by 
continuously recycling the water 
used, meaning operators really 
only have to fill the cooling tanks 
once.

Still, Davis said it’s important to 
make these best practices a re-
quirement under law.

“Not just something that may hap-
pen on occasion, it ought to hap-
pen all the time,” he said.

Another key feature of Davis’ bill 
are tax incentives to encourage 
data center builders to redevel-
op existing industrial sites in the 
state.

“In South Carolina, we have 400 
brownfield sites and other sites 
that used to be industrial uses. 
They’ve been abandoned,” Da-
vis said. “Many of these loca-
tions already have utility capacity 
and transportation access, which 
means less environmental disrup-
tion and faster development.”

The bill breaks data centers into 
three tiers based on the amount 
of power they use — less than 10 
megawatts, less than 50 mega-
watts and 51 megawatts or high-
er. The environmental agency has 
between 60 and 120 days to per-
mit theses centers, based on how 
large they are.

In addition to water, the agency 
also must take into consideration 
air quality. And centers must have 
certain buffers — a half mile from 

national wildlife refuges and heri-
tage preserves and a quarter mile 
from a critical habitat for endan-
gered species.

Power problems
When it comes to power, that 
remains the domain of state util-
ity regulators under the proposal. 
The Public Service Commission 
will have to sign off on regulated 
power company’s arrangements 
with data centers, ensuring the 
centers alone are covering the 
cost of producing and transmitting 
the power they need.

Senators plan to take testimony 
on the matter from the state’s two 
major utility companies — Duke 
Energy and Dominion Energy — 
in the coming weeks as they con-
tinue to vet the bill.

While rural electric cooperatives 
in the state are controlled directly 
by their customers rather than 
regulators, those companies also 
already have protections in place 
so data centers and industry pay 
their fair share, John Frick, the co-
operatives’ senior vice president 
for public policy, told senators 
Thursday. That includes requiring 
companies to prepay for equip-
ment, such as substations and 
power lines.

Meta, for example, paid Aiken 
Power Cooperative north of nine 
figures for equipment costs, Wil-
liams said.

Cooperatives also hold depos-
its on the books should the data 
center shutter before the costs 
to provide more power are paid 
back and set up minimums on the 
amount of power the centers must 
buy for annually, to ensure they’re 
actually paying for all the demand 
they claim they’ll have, Frick said.

Frick went on to say it’s a wide-
spread misconception that none 
of the state’s rising power needs 
are coming from residential cus-
tomers.

South Carolina’s population has 
grown by about 85,000 new resi-
dents annually over the last four 
years, Frick said. Based on aver-
age usage, that comes to about 
238 megawatts of additional en-
ergy needs each year, he said.

Still, the CEOs of Dominion and 
state-owned utility Santee Cooper 
told senators in September 2024 
that data centers are driving 65% 
to 70% of their companies’ future 
energy demand. The two are part-
nering on a 2,200-megawatt natu-
ral gas-fired power plant, to be 
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