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A voteless people 
is a hopeless 
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Our 
History:
The Carolina 

Panorama was 
established in 

1986 by 
Nathaniel 

Abraham, Sr. 
Our mission is to 
cover events and 

issues in the 
Midlands, serving 
as a crucial voice 

for the African 
American 

community. 
Nathaniel 

Abraham, Jr. 
currently serves 

as publisher. 
He was named 
the 2013 South 
Carolina Minor-
ity Small Busi-
ness Advocate 
of the Year, and 
made history in 
2024 when he 

served as the first 
African-American 
President of the 

SC Press 
Association. The 

Carolina 
Panorama is now 

in its third 
generation with 

Nathaniel 
Abraham III, who 

was named a 
Rising Star by

 the Association 
of Community 

Papers.

A “Main Street” Bank Bill That Would 
Really Hurt Main Street

A bill that promises help for small business would 
mostly hand the gains to the biggest banks. The cost 
would fall on the people already shut out of loans.

By Ben Jealous
EDITORIAL

In Washington, the name 
on a bill is often the opposite 
of what it does.

The Main Street Deposi-
tor Protection Act is the latest 
example. The name sounds 
noble. The math is not.

Here is what the bill 
would change. The FDIC is 
the federal agency that pays 
you back if your bank closes 
its doors. Today, it covers up 
to $250,000 in each account. 
Most people never come close 
to that limit. Most small busi-
nesses do not either.

The bill would let the 
FDIC raise that limit as high as 
$5 million for business check-
ing accounts that pay no inter-
est. That is not a small bump. 
That is twenty times bigger.

Supporters say the change 
will help small community 
banks and the small businesses 
they serve. I wish that were 
true. It is not.

The current $250,000 
limit already covers 99 out of 
every 100 bank accounts in 
this country. A study by JPM-
organ Chase found that the 
typical small business keeps 
about $12,100 in its account 
on a normal day. The new 
limit would be more than 400 
times higher than that.

So who really gains from 
a $5 million guarantee? Not 
the corner bakery. Not the 
family barbershop. Not the 
small farm down the road. The 
gain goes to the biggest depos-

itors at the biggest banks. The 
bill even covers banks with 
more than $100 billion to their 
name. Fewer than one in 100 
banks in America are that big. 
No honest person would call 
them “small.”

In other words, the bill takes 
the name of Main Street and 
hands the prize to Wall Street.

Here is the part that should 
worry every American. Insur-
ance is not free. When the FDIC 
raises its guarantee, banks must 
pay more to fund it. When banks 
pay more, they lend less. When 
they lend less, the door closes 
hardest on the people who are 
already locked out.

Black-owned businesses 
are already turned down for 
loans 39 percent of the time. 
That is more than double the 
18 percent rate for white-
owned businesses. 

Hispanic-owned busi-
nesses face a 29 percent denial 
rate. These are the dreamers 
most likely to hear “no” when 
they walk into a bank. A new 
cost on lending will make that 
“no” come faster and louder.

The economy runs on 
loans. When loans dry up, the 
trouble spreads. The Great 
Recession of 2008 began 
exactly that way. The people 
who pay the highest price are 
never the wealthiest. They 
are the families with the least 
cushion to fall back on.

The bill does offer a small 
shield to community banks 
under $10 billion. They would 
not pay the higher costs for ten 

years. That is a kind gesture. 
But the wider damage to the 
loan market will not wait ten 
years to arrive.

There is one more problem. 
Deposit insurance works in part 
because it has limits. Limits 
force big depositors to pay 
attention to where they put their 
money. That attention keeps 
banks honest. Take the limit 
away, and you take the watch-
dog away too. The taxpayer is 
left to clean up the mess.

The goal of helping Main 
Street is a good one. This bill 
is not the way to reach it.

If Congress wants to help 
small business, it should make 
loans easier and fairer to get. 
It should invest in the neigh-
borhoods that banks have 
ignored for too long. It should 
knock down the doors that 
have stayed shut for Black and 
Hispanic business owners for 
generations.

And if big corporations 
want extra protection for their 
millions, they can pay for 
it themselves. The taxpayer 
should not be asked to insure 
the comfort of the rich while 
the dreams of working fami-
lies go unfunded.

Read the name of a bill. 
Then read the math. The two 
should match. On the Main 
Street Depositor Protection 
Act, they do not.

Ben Jealous is a professor 
of practice at the University 
of Pennsylvania and former 
president and CEO of the 
NAACP.

In Observance of Afterschool 
Professionals Appreciation Week

By Tori Seymour
EDITORIAL

Afterschool Profession-
als Appreciation Week (April 
20–24, 2026) was a time to 
recognize those of us who 
extend learning beyond the 
classroom. I am proud to be 
part of this important work.

As an educator, program 
director, and leader, my work 
does not end when the school 
bell rings. Through my lead-
ership with the 21st Century 
After School Program at 
Brookland-Lakeview Empow-
erment Center (BLEC), I am 
committed to creating spaces 
where students feel supported, 
challenged, and inspired. 
Afterschool is where rela-
tionships deepen, confidence 
grows, and real-world connec-
tions to learning take place.

My passion lies in help-
ing students build not only 
academic skills, but also self-
belief. Whether I am leading 

enrichment activities, support-
ing academic achievement, or 
mentoring students through 
everyday challenges, I strive to 
make every interaction mean-
ingful. I believe that exposure, 
consistency, and care are key 
ingredients in shaping student 
success.

Afterschool programs are 
more than supervision—they 
are opportunities. They give 
students the chance to dis-

cover their strengths, explore 
new interests, and receive 
individualized support they 
may not always get during the 
school day. As a leader in this 
space, I take pride in designing 
programs that are structured, 
engaging, and impactful for 
every child we serve.

This week, I celebrate not 
only my work, but the col-
lective efforts of afterschool 
professionals everywhere who 
show up daily with dedication 
and heart. Together, we are 
building futures—one student, 
one lesson, and one experi-
ence at a time.

For more information 
about the 21st Century Pro-
gram at BLEC, please contact 
me at tseymour@brookland.cc 
or 843-478-5175.

Tori Seymour is Project 
Director of the 21st Century 
Program at the Brookland-
Lakeview Empowerment 
Center.

Tori Seymour

Instead of ending the DHS “Shut-
down,” make it real ... and permanent
By Thomas L. Knapp

Opinion
“The longest government 

shutdown in US history!”
Apart from perfunctory 

stories about failed congres-
sional votes to end it, that’s 
really all you’re hearing right 
now from mainstream media 
lately about the partial “shut-
down” of the US Department 
of Homeland Security.

Wow! More than two 
months! Headed for three! It’s 
starting to sound like auction-
eer patter: “Two, three, can I 
getta four, four, who’s bidding 
four, I’m looking for four ...”

OK, so it’s dragging on. 
And on. And on.

But is there really any-
thing else to notice about it? 
Anything that rises to the level 
of “news?”

Yes and no.
That is, yes, there’s some-

thing else newsworthy about 
it, which is that there’s really 
not much to notice about it.

For a little while, politi-
cians managed to hype the 
negative effects of the “shut-

down” by annoying air travel-
ers.

Airport “security” grop-
ers and oglers were “forced” 
to work without pay (scare 
quotes because they were 
always free to quit and go find 
productive jobs in the private 
sector), instead of getting sent 
home, permanently, so that 
airports and airlines could pro-
vide cheaper, more effective, 
and less annoying private-sec-
tor “security screening.”

After politicians fig-
ured out that taxpayers were 
even MORE annoyed   by 
having to wait in line longer 
to get felt up and hear orders 
barked at them, US presi-
dent Donald Trump invented 
a workaround and the pay-
checks started arriving again. 
Better for air travelers, worse 
for the claim that the “shut-
down” portends apocalypse. 
What we HAVEN’T seen 
is any noticeable uptick in  
threats to the “security” of the 
“homeland.”

No hijackings.
No bombings.

No “national security” 
related hostage situations.

Just life, as usual, minus 
paying out big bucks for a use-
less bureaucracy that we got 
along just fine without from 
1789 through 2002 ... and 
can clearly get along just fine 
without now.

Even starting a war with 
Iran wasn’t enough to give 
DHS anything visibly produc-
tive to do. Political and media 
hysteria over supposed “Ira-
nian sleeper cells” quickly dis-
sipated after it turned out that 
those cells either don’t exist or 
didn’t set their alarm clocks.

Any sane policy discus-
sion, at this point, should 
center around how quickly 
DHS can be defunded perma-
nently and abolished entirely.

My more politically astute 
friends tell me that “there just 
aren’t enough votes in Con-
gress to pass that kind of bill.”

But there aren’t enough 
votes in Congress to fund 
DHS either.

I guess that will have to 
be good enough.

Thank you for 40 years!
In 1986, my father, Nathaniel Abraham Sr., founded a news-

paper dedicated to providing news and information to the Afri-
can-American community in the Midlands.  In December 1987, I 
graduated from the University of South Carolina and decided to 
join the family business.  It was a momentous decision.

For 40 years, Carolina Panorama has been more than just a 
newspaper—it has been a trusted voice, a community connec-
tor, and a living record of the stories that shape our lives here 
in South Carolina. As Publisher, I am deeply grateful to every 
reader, advertiser, partner, and supporter who has stood with us 
on this journey.

From our earliest editions to today, your belief in the impor-
tance of local journalism has sustained us. You’ve invited us into 
your homes, trusted us with your stories, and supported the busi-
nesses that make our pages possible. Because of you, we’ve been 
able to highlight community achievements, uplift local voices, 
and provide coverage that informs, empowers, and inspires.

Reaching this 40-year milestone is not just a celebration 
of longevity—it’s a testament to the strength and resilience of 
this community. Through changing times and an evolving media 
landscape, your continued support has allowed Carolina Pan-
orama to adapt while staying true to our mission.

As we look to the future, we ask for your continued partner-
ship. Local journalism depends on community investment. We 
encourage our readers and business leaders to support Carolina 
Panorama by placing print and digital advertisements, which 
help us expand our reach and continue delivering quality cover-
age. We also welcome contributions and sponsorships that allow 
us to deepen our reporting and create more opportunities to serve 
our community.

Every ad purchased, every dollar contributed, and every 
story shared strengthens our ability to keep this publication 
thriving for the next generation.

On behalf of our entire team, thank you for 40 incredible 
years. We are honored to serve you—and with your continued 
support, we look forward to many more years of telling your 
stories.

With sincere appreciation,

Nate Abraham Jr.
Publisher, Carolina Panorama Newspaper

Nate Abraham Jr.

The Crisis Calling From 
Inside The House 

By Candece Monteil 
National Urban League

Dr. Cerina Fairfax and 
Vice Mayor Nancy Metayer 
Bowen.

Shayla Elkins, 5; Kayla 
Pugh, 6; Layla Pugh, 7; 
Markaydon Pugh, 10; Sariahh 
Snow, 11; Khedarrion Snow, 
6; Braylon Snow, 5; and Jayla 
Elkins, who was just 3 years 
old.

Each of these women 
and all eight of these children 
died at the hands of men who 
were supposed to protect and 
provide for them in the last 
month.  Unfortunately, these 
murders aren’t happening in 
a vacuum. Stories of angry, 
despondent men violently kill-
ing their wives, girlfriends, 
and children are occurring in 
our community at an alarming 
rate. 

But let me make some-
thing clear: I find, and  the 
National Urban League move-
ment finds, domestic violence 
abhorrent. In no circumstance 
should Black women be sub-
jected to violence at the hands 
of anyone, nor are there any 
excuses for it. For far too long, 
Black women have been the 
heartbeat of the civil rights 
community while having their 
needs and interests sacrificed 
for the greater good.

While this piece explores 
disturbing trends that are 
contributing to this pattern 
of violence, the fact remains 
that 40% of Black women will 

experience domestic violence 
in their lifetime, and  Black 
women are 2.5 times more 
likely to be killed by men 
than white women. It is on our 
community and on Black men 
to take a stand against this. We 
believe that, in part, it starts 
with Black men taking respon-
sibility for our mental health 
and refraining from using it 
as an excuse to commit acts 
of violence against Black 
women. 

In the mass shooting in 
Shreveport, the nation’s dead-
liest since 2024, the family of 
the shooter, Shamar Elkins, 
stated he was struggling with 
his mental health in the midst 
of a divorce before killing his 
family. Former Lt. Governor 
of Virginia Justin Fairfax was 
also said to have been expe-
riencing isolation and depres-
sive episodes before killing 
his wife and himself days after 
being requested to appear at 
a divorce hearing. And after 
murdering his wife, Nancy, 
Stephen Bowen  told his 
uncle  that he “couldn’t take 
it anymore.” Again, under no 
circumstance is mental duress 
an excuse to commit murder. 

The disturbing pattern in 
each of these cases is a group 
of men not just struggling 
with mental health, but a gen-
eral lack of value for the lives 
of their loved ones. Taken 
together, these cases reveal 

Continued on page 7


