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Congress and the White House are totally split on delivering the next tranche of 
pandemic aid after mounting a nearly $3 trillion response. 

House Democrats are preparing to unveil a sweeping package of their priorities by 
week’s end. Senate Republicans have staked out liability protections for businesses as 
their “red line." Meanwhile, President Donald Trump’s demand for a payroll tax holiday 
is failing to excite lawmakers. 

Here are 10 pitches for help to watch as talks on another round of relief get serious: 

Trump’s payroll tax push: The president is insisting that Congress provide a payroll 
tax cut or suspension, allowing workers to take home more of their paycheck. Though 
Congress has already approved a smaller cut allowing businesses to defer paying their 
share of the tax, Senate Republicans haven’t embraced Trump’s demand. Some worry 
it could harm the safety net, since the tax funds Social Security, and that it would do 
nothing for the tens of millions of unemployed.  

A boost for state and local budgets: Governors say they need at least $500 billion to 
weather the pandemic, with state and local officials pleading for extra flexibility to plug 
up devastating budget shortfalls. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi has floated as much as 
$1 trillion for states and local governments. But many Republicans aren’t interested in 
handing out hundreds of billions of dollars in “bailouts” to states with existing budget 
problems.  

"Red line" liability protections: It’s the one must-have for Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell — another massive infusion of coronavirus aid must include 
protections for businesses so they’re not slapped with a wave of lawsuits when states 
reopen their economies. But Pelosi and Democrats say that any proposal to provide 
businesses with blanket immunity won’t fly in the lower chamber.  

A lifeline for renters: The $2 trillion CARES Act, H.R. 748 (116) , passed by Congress 
in March, allows struggling homeowners to temporarily suspend their mortgage 
payments. But the measure did little for vulnerable renters, often low-income or minority 
individuals, who are scraping to make monthly payments during the pandemic. House 
Democrats and housing organizations are now calling for at least $100 billion in rental 
aid for the next package. 



Small business rescue overhaul: The $670 billion Paycheck Protection Program has 
been plagued with accessibility issues, structural problems and controversy over 
millions of dollars flowing to Wall Street-backed firms. Lawmakers are now weighing the 
need for more funding, in addition to changes that would address complaints from 
employers. That includes possibly lengthening the amount of time that small businesses 
can spend the money, allowing them to use less aid on retaining employees and more 
on expenses like rent and expanding the relief to larger companies. 

Expanding unemployment: Federally enhanced jobless benefits that provide an extra 
$600 per week will expire at the end of July without congressional action. The federal 
benefits, combined with state benefits, have allowed some workers to make more 
money than they did at their job. Democrats want to extend that lifeline as the nation’s 
unemployment rate continues to climb. But Republicans are wary of extending what 
they see as an incentive for some workers to keep collecting unemployment at home.  

Hazard pay for health workers: Senate Democrats proposed a “Heroes Fund” last 
month that could provide $13 an hour for health care workers risking their lives on the 
job, up to a total of $25,000 per person, along with $15,000 incentives for people who 
join the medical workforce during the pandemic. Trump hasn’t exactly written off the 
idea. “If anybody’s entitled to it, they are,” he said during a March 30 interview on Fox 
News. But Republicans say they’re increasingly concerned about ballooning federal 
deficits. 

Another bump for food aid: During negotiations over last month’s $484 billion 
pandemic aid package, H.R. 266 (116) , Democrats failed to secure a 15 percent 
increase to existing food stamp benefits. More funding for food aid will likely remain a 
major part of negotiations as the demand at food banks across the country soars. 

Education cash for states: Teachers unions and other advocacy groups are warning 
that, without hundreds of billions of dollars for schools, colleges and universities, states 
could be facing mass teacher layoffs. The education community plans to keep 
clamoring for relief and House Democrats are expected to make it a priority. 

A savior for struggling oil companies: Some oil companies are facing bankruptcy as 
crude prices tumble. While the Trump administration has been mulling possible fixes, 
it’s unclear whether Congress will ultimately have to intervene. Democrats aren’t keen 
on providing any handouts, however, introducing legislation this week that 
would prohibit fossil fuel companies from participating in relief packages and potentially 
nixing a number of the Trump administration’s possible solutions. 
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