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Chesterfield County lead-
ers and others gathered last
week to talk about the impact
of narcotics and gang activity
on the county. 

“These issues may not
make national headlines
within the same week, but
they affect your lives every
day,” said Karen Short, direc-
tor of Chesterfield County
Opioid Abatement Coalition.
“And like those who re-
sponded so bravely on 9-11,
we have a responsibility to
stand together, protect our
neighborhoods and invest in
solutions that make our com-
munities safer and stronger.”

Short noted the county is a
not immune to the challenges
that drugs and gangs can
bring.

“Drugs nor gangs stop at
city limits or county lines.
Drugs and gangs are closely
intertwined, feeding off one
another in a cycle that dam-
ages lives, families and
neighborhoods,” she said.

“Gangs often rely on drug
trafficking to gain power,
make money and exert con-
trol. In turn, the availability
of narcotics leads to addic-
tion, property crimes and vi-
olence.”

During the event, attendees
heard directly from Chester-
field County Sheriff’s Office

narcotics officers.
Veteran narcotics investiga-

tor Mike Irvin spoke about
the resurgence of crack and
the shifting patterns of drug
use affecting both youth and
adults.

“We’re seeing a slight in-
crease again,” said Irvin.
“Not like it was when we first
started fighting it, but enough
to raise concern.”

According to Irvin, crack
cocaine has made a notable
comeback, particularly on the
west side of Chesterfield
County. Once heavily tar-
geted in the early 2000s,
crack had declined for years,
but now, it’s re-emerging as a
dominant drug in the area. 

He attributed the resur-
gence to a combination of
factors, including older deal-
ers returning to the streets and
younger individuals being
drawn into the trade without
fully understanding the drug’s
dangers.

“Crack is the only drug that
hasn’t changed its price,”
Irvin explained. “It’s still $20.
It’s cheap, addictive, and it’s
back.”

On the east side of the
county, he noted smaller
amounts of fentanyl and
“lead,” a street term for cer-
tain synthetic drugs, but em-
phasized that crack remains
the most prevalent and prob-
lematic substance. He also
warned about the growing

presence of THC-infused
gummies and vapes among
younger age groups, which
can lead to accidental over-
doses due to delayed effects.

“Some of these gummies
are time-released,” he said.
“Kids don’t realize how
strong they are until it’s too
late.”

Irvin also touched on the
broader drug market, describ-
ing how methamphetamine
fluctuates in price and purity,
while cocaine remains rela-
tively stable. He shared in-
sights into how meth keeps
users awake for days, leading
to erratic behavior and dan-
gerous situations.

Irvin encouraged commu-
nity members to stay in-
formed, ask questions and
report suspicious activity. He
emphasized the importance
of networking and communi-
cation between law enforce-
ment and residents.

“If you see something, say
something,” he urged. “We
want to know what’s going
on.”

Shawn Gopaul, a narcotics
officer whose position is
funded through Chesterfield
County Opioid Abatement, is
involved in the county’s drug
court and diversion initia-
tives. 

Drug court, held weekly is
more than just an alternative
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The Chesterfield County
Sheriff’s Office has  taken
ownership of a mine-resis-
tant ambush protected vehi-
cle. 

Sheriff Cambo Streater
said the armored personnel
carrier was transferred from
the South Carolina Law En-
forcement Division and pro-
vided through the U.S.

Military’s 1033 Program, a
federal initiative that sup-
plies surplus military equip-
ment to law enforcement
agencies at no cost to local
taxpayers.

“I would like to thank
SLED and the Military 1033
Program for providing our
office with this life-saving
equipment,” said Streater.
“This vehicle ensures that
our deputies and partnering
agencies are better protected

when responding to armed
suspect events. The safety of
our officers and our commu-
nity remain our top priority.”

The MRAP will serve as
the primary response vehicle
for incidents involving
armed suspects within
Chesterfield County and in
coordination with neighbor-
ing agencies. Its reinforced
armor and tactical design
offer critical protection in
volatile situations, particu-
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Fourth-grade Pageland El-
ementary School teacher
Madisson Brooke Finley
died Saturday, Sept. 6. 

Pageland Elementary Prin-
cipal Thomas C. Brewer III
said Finley passed away un-
expectedly, leaving a
tremendous void in the
school community. 

“She was a true pillar of
Pageland Elementary,
known for her deep love and
care for every student who
walked through our doors,”
he said. “Ms. Finley stood
out among her peers as a nat-
ural leader, always willing to
step in and help wherever
she was needed.”

Brewer described her as
having a witty sense of
humor that brightened every
room she entered and
brought joy to those around
her. 

“She was also a natural

athlete and could often be
seen at recess shooting bas-
kets or throwing passes to
her students — building con-
nections with them in ways
that extended far beyond ac-
ademics,” he said.

Finley was a 2010 gradu-
ate of Buford High School
and earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in education in 2015
from the University of South
Carolina Upstate. Finley, 33,
taught at Pageland Elemen-
tary School for 10 years.

A lifelong sports enthusi-
ast, excelling in softball, vol-
leyball and basketball,
Finley coached T-ball for the
Lancaster County Recreation
Center. In 2009, she cele-
brated a state championship
victory with the Buford girls’
softball team.

Finley is survived by her
parents, Todd and Renee
Finley; her brother, Blake
Finley (Taylor); her long-
term companion, Antwan
Barnes; her grandmothers,
Doris “Nana” Miller and
Martha “Mimi” Finley; and
her aunt, Andrea Ghent
(Joey). 

A celebration of life was
held for Finley on Friday,
Sept. 12.

“Her dedication and com-
passion created bonds with
her students that will remain
with them for a lifetime,”
said Brewer. “While her ab-
sence will be deeply felt, her
impact on our school and
community will never be
forgotten.”
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State Rep. Richie Yow
shared the update from the
S.C. Department of Parks,
Recreation and Tourism on
the five new cabins to be
built at Cheraw State Park, a
project that has been ongo-
ing for six years.

He said  progress had been
made over the summer with
the architectural and engi-
neering firm finalizing site

location. 
“We’re close to complet-

ing land surveys, road and
utilities designs, and struc-
tural designs,” said Emily
Frierson, director of govern-
mental affairs for S.C. De-
partment of Parks,
Recreation and Tourism.
“We’ve submitted a budget
increase request for the State
Fiscal Accountability Au-
thority/Joint Bond Review
Committee deadline of July
21,  and we should receive

word on our approval by Oc-
tober.”

If it goes as planned, the
project will bid for contrac-
tors in January of 2026.

Yow is pleased with the
progress.

“We have to showcase
what God has given us, and
that's our natural environ-
ment,” he said. “We have
Cheraw State Park, H
Cooper Black and Sugarloaf
Mountain. There is so much
to bring other people in.”

CCSO provides update on
narcotics, gang activity

Pageland Elementary School students, staff
and community mourn death of teacher

Madisson Brooke Finley

CCSO acquires mine-resistant
ambush protected vehicle

Update received on status of new
cabins at Cheraw State Park
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The Town of Mt.
Croghan will have its 21st
annual Hometown Home-
coming Celebration on Sat-
urday, Sept. 27.

The celebration will be

from noon to 4 p.m. on the
museum grounds. 

It will feature fun, food,
fellowship, door prizes and
a cruise in.

Town Administrator Lisa
Johnson said Mt. Croghan
was established in 1780 and
is the third oldest town in

Chesterfield County.  
She added the event in-

vites current and former
residents of the town to
enjoy food, fun, entertain-
ment and socializing, all
provided by the town.  

“Last year, we had ap-
proximately 200+ in atten-
dance,” she said.

Town of Mt. Croghan’s Hometown
Homecoming Celebration is Sept. 27
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Jane Elizabeth Davis Pigg
has been confirmed for her
second four-year term on the
PalmettoPride Board of Di-
rectors, where she has served
since 2021 and been chair-
man of the board since No-
vember 2023. 

“I’m honored to be con-
firmed for my second term.
We’ve seen great strides in
reducing litter amounts since
2021, but we still have a long
way to go,” said Pigg. “Pal-
mettoPride has been able to
assist counties, cities and
small towns across the state
call attention to litter and the
impact it has on our quality of
life and also on our wildlife.
We think about how bad it
looks, but trash can also kill
animals when they ingest it or
become entangled in it.”

PalmettoPride is the state’s
anti-litter organization that
coordinates and implements
statewide and local programs
for litter control. It has a litter
reduction platform of educa-
tion, enforcement, awareness
and pickup.  

PalmettoPride, in partner-
ship with the South Carolina
Litter Control Association,

hosts the annual Litter Sum-
mit each September. The
event brings together Keep
South Carolina Beautiful af-
filiates, litter prevention pro-
fessionals and law
enforcement officers for pro-
gram updates, networking

and professional develop-
ment. During the Litter Sum-
mit, Pigg met with Dr. Tom
Mullikin, director of the
South Carolina Department
of Natural Resources, and

Submitted photo
Jane Pigg has been confirmed for her second term on the Pal-
mettoPride board. Pictured with Pigg is Dr. Tom Mullikin, di-
rector of the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources.

Pigg is confirmed for second
term of the PalmettoPride board 

Pigg, Pg. 10A

Drugs, Pg. 10A
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to incarceration. It’s a
structured path toward re-
covery. Participants commit
to an 18-month regimen of
counseling, treatment and
accountability. To graduate,
they must maintain sobriety,
pass regular drug tests, and
often earn their GED or high
school diploma.

“It’s not a cold turkey situ-
ation,” said Gopaul “There
are sanctions in place be-
cause we know people will
slip. But the goal is growth,
not punishment.”

Initially skeptical, Gopaul
admitted he once saw drug
court as a “joke,” a soft op-
tion for offenders. After
years of involvement, how-
ever, he’s witnessed its trans-
formative power. 

Gopaul also leads Chester-
field County’s diversion and
treatment initiatives. These
programs aim to intercept in-
dividuals within 24 to 48
hours of a drug-related ar-
rest, offering alternatives to
prosecution when addiction,
not criminal intent, is the
root cause.

One of the most critical
components of drug court is
screening. The program is
designed for users, not deal-
ers. 

“Putting a dealer in drug
court is like putting a kid in a
candy store,” Gopaul
warned. “You have to screen
carefully.”

Andrew Lewis, a gang pre-
vention officer with the
CCSO, spoke about gangs.
Once dominated by rivalries
like Crips versus Bloods,
today’s scene includes hy-
brid gangs such as Billy
Bloods and Sex Money Mur-
der, with younger members

vying for status through vio-
lent initiation acts.

“These kids, 13, 14 years
old, are being used by older
gang members to do their
bidding,” Lewis explained.
“They’re breaking into cars,
stealing guns and commit-
ting robberies to earn street
cred.”

The influence isn’t limited
to traditional gangs. White
supremacist groups, like the
Aryan Brotherhood, prima-
rily formed in prisons, have
also surfaced in the region,
adding another layer of com-
plexity to the threat.

Much of the gang-related
activity is rooted in middle
schools, where students as
young as fifth grade are
being recruited. Shoplifting,
vandalism and organized
fights are common entry
points. Educators, however,
face a major obstacle: si-
lence.

“The ‘no-snitch’ mentality
is real,” said Dr. Omoro
King, chief of student serv-
ices and administration for
Chesterfield County School
District.

“Even when kids are pres-
sured or harmed, they won’t
speak up. It is the same with
parents. They are afraid of
retaliation, and that fear ties
our hands.”

The recent implementation
of a no-cellphone policy has
reduced the visibility of inci-
dents, making it harder to
document and respond to
gang-related behavior. 

“It’s not that it’s stopped;
it’s just not being recorded,”
said King.

Chesterfield County has
90 documented gang mem-
bers in the past five years.

Fourth Circuit Deputy So-
licitor Kernard Redmond
said the current gang en-
hancement statute in South
Carolina is ineffective.

“It’s useless,” said Red-
mond. “The way it’s written,
we can’t use it. I’ve never
prosecuted anyone under it.”

The statute’s complexity
and narrow requirements
make it nearly impossible to
apply in court, leaving law
enforcement without the
legal leverage they need to
deter gang activity.

At the end of the session,
Short noted that as of June 3,
Chesterfield County had
recorded 49 overdose fatali-
ties for the year.

A recent fatality in neigh-
boring Kershaw County had
raised even greater concern:
a confirmed death related to
carfentanil.

Carfentanil is a synthetic
opioid originally developed
as a tranquilizer for large an-
imals like elephants. It is not
approved for human use and
is estimated to be 10,000
times more potent than mor-
phine and 100 times stronger
than fentanyl.

To put this in perspective,
a lethal dose of fentanyl is
about 2 milligrams—roughly
the size of a few grains of
salt. Carfentanil, by contrast,
can be fatal at just 0.02 mil-
ligrams. Its potency makes it
one of the most dangerous
substances circulating in il-
licit drug markets today.

“These challenges impact
not just individuals, but en-
tire communities,” Short em-
phasized. “The dedication of
our law enforcement profes-
sionals is vital, but they can-
not do it alone.”

other officials.
A PalmettoPride board

member since 2021, Pigg is
the president and CEO of
Pee Dee Publishing LLC
and publisher of The Link.
She is also the president and
CEO of Pee Dee Broadcast-

ing LLC, licensee of MyFM
93.9 WCRE-FM and 1420
WCRE-AM, licensed to
Cheraw.

Pigg has used her radio,
newspaper, digital and so-
cial information resources
to encourage residents not
to litter. She organized the

first countywide litter
cleanup for Chesterfield
County and continues to or-
ganize annual campaigns.

More information about
PalmettoPride is available
by visiting www.palmetto-
pride.org or calling (877)
725-7733.

DRUGS
Continued from Front

PIGG
Continued from Front

Sharperson
Farms has
third annual
Farm Day
Fall Festival
The third annual Farm Day
Fall Festival at Sharperson
Farms on Saturday, Sept. 13
has something for everyone.
There were free hotdogs for the
first 100 people along with ven-
dors, horseback riding, music
and plenty of games. 

Photos by Bennie Miles/Staff Photographer

Region Report

Carolina Eye Associates an-
nounced the addition of Dr.
Molly Walsh to its medical
staff. 

Walsh will serve patients in
the Cheraw, Fayetteville,
Lumberton and Southern
Pines clinics.

She is a specialist in glau-
coma treatment and cataract
surgery. 

Walsh received her medical
degree from Tulane University
School of Medicine in New
Orleans, Louisiana, and com-
pleted her glaucoma fellow-
ship at Duke University

Medical Center. 
Using state-of-the-art diag-

nostic and surgical equipment,
she is experienced in diagnos-
ing, monitoring and treating
many types of ocular diseases.

Walsh spent time on the
ophthalmology faculty at
Duke University from 2006 to
2021. She relocated to North
Carolina and joined Carolina
Eye Associates in 2025 after
living in Indiana for several
years. 

Walsh is a member of the
American Academy of Oph-
thalmology and part of the As-
sociates for Research in Vision
and Ophthalmology.

Carolina Eye Associates
welcomes new physician

Dr. Molly Walsh
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