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Editor – The Link

A 34-year-old man from
Georgia was arrested for
fraud after allegedly scam-
ming a Chesterfield County
couple out of nearly $25,000.

According to a Chesterfield
County Sheriff’s Office re-
port, deputies were notified
March 25 about a person
claiming to be a federal rep-
resentative of Amazon trying
to combat money laundering,

which required the couple to
send the rep-
r e s e n t a t i v e
$25,000 in bit
coin.

The report
states the sus-
pect also pro-
vided the
couple with
photo identifi-
cation in-
tended to confirm his federal
authority.

According to the report, the
couple was unable to secure

the bit coin and was then in-
structed to withdraw the
$25,000 in cash that was to be
hidden in between pages of
various magazines and pack-
aged in an unlabeled box to
be retrieved by an undercover
agent. 

The CCSO report states a
masked male and masked fe-
male arrived at the home to
retrieve the box, which the fe-
male victim was instructed to

JOAN YATES
Editor – The Link

The Link is pleased to wel-
come Chesterfield County
native Olivia Jane Crawford
as its new assistant editor.
After living across the South
Carolina region for the past
11 years, Crawford has re-
cently returned to her home
roots in Cheraw. Despite her
years away, the 30-year-old
is no stranger to the county
she recalls fondly as her
“adolescent playground.”
Crawford grew up in Cheraw
where she attended school
until enrolling in Chester-
field public schools, where
she participated in cross

country, track, cheerleading
and bookkeeping for the
Chesterfield High baseball
team. Through sports and

other activities, the then-
high-schooler fostered life-
long friendships with her
peers across the county.

After graduating from high
school in 2011, Crawford
moved to Columbia, where
she began college at The
University of South Carolina
studying public health and
experimental psychology.
During her time at USC, she
joined Chi Omega Fraternity.
Wishing to narrow her area
of study, Crawford trans-
ferred to Columbia College
two years later to study
speech-language pathology,
earning her Bachelor of Arts
degree in 2015. 

ROBERT MONNIE
Staff Reporter

Two people filed for the
May 16 McBee Town Coun-
cil special election as con-
firmed by Kevin Thurman,
the director of the Chester-
field County Voter Registra-
tion and Elections office. The
candidates are Greg D.

Rogers and current council
member James W. Linton.

This special election is nec-
essary because Mayor Glenn
Odom resigned from his
council seat in February to ac-
cept the mayor’s position as a
result of a ruling by the state
Supreme Court regarding re-
sults of the September 2020
election. As required by state
law, a person may hold only

one elected public office at a
time. Linton also began his
term on council in February
as a result of the court ruling.

The McBee Municipal
Election Commission sched-
uled a special town election
for Tuesday, May 16, for fill-
ing a vacant council member
seat created by Odom’s resig-

JANE CRAWFORD
Assistant Editor

The Link

The town of Cheraw was
buzzing with activity this
past weekend as it kicked
off the month of April with
its 46th annual spring festi-
val. Despite spring showers,
residents from across
Chesterfield County
flocked to the heart of
downtown Cheraw to enjoy
the festivities. 

Market Street was lined
with food, art and craft ven-
dors offering a selection of

The Link welcomes the other Jane

Jane Crawford

Candidates file for McBee special election

JANE PIGG
Publisher – The Link

Chris Bunn, manager of
the Pageland Food Lion, was
named the 2022 Rock
Hill/Rockingham Manager
of the Year on March 26.

Food Lion Director of Op-
erations Bill Scales pre-
sented the award in front of
store associates.  Bunn  has
worked with Food Lion for
more than 35 years and man-
aged the Pageland Food Lion
for almost nine years.  

Bunn received a plaque,
and deli bakery manager
Jaimie Rushing created a
special cake featuring a
sugar sheet photo of Bunn. 

Qualities of Food Lion’s
Manager of the Year include
demonstrated leadership and
excellence in support of
Food Lion’s retail promise,
“Nourishing communities,
achieving financial commit-
ments, caring for associates
and customers.”  

Bunn’s award shows he
has demonstrated excellence
in serving the Pageland com-
munity and has shown care

for his associates and cus-
tomers. This is his second

time to receive the award,
having also won it in 2016.

Jane Pigg/Publisher
Pageland Food Lion store manager Chris Bunn, right, and
customer service manager Martha Myers display Bunn’s
award for Manager of the Year.

Bunn is Food Lion
Manager of the Year

McBee, Pg. 9

Jane Crawford/Assistant Editor
Festivals are all about fun, and a custom-made balloon makes
a perfect souvenir.

Cheraw celebrates spring

Spring Festival, Pg. 16

Welcome, Pg. 9Local couple scammed
out of nearly $25,000

Patel

Scam, Pg. 9

JOAN YATES
Editor – The Link

A former Chesterfield
County public school teacher
was charged Monday with
two felony counts of sexual
battery on a student and two
misdemeanor counts of con-
tributing to the delinquency
of a minor.

According to a press re-
lease from Chesterfield

County Sheriff Cambo
Streater, the
Chesterfield
C o u n t y
School Dis-
trict requested
an investiga-
tion into
C o u r t n e y
Usher Brown
on March 23.
The request
was made due to allegations

of inappropriate conduct by
Brown.

The Chesterfield County
School District confirmed at
the time it requested the in-
vestigation that Brown was
already no longer employed
by the school district. The en-
suing investigation resulted in
charges being made Monday
and Brown being booked into
the Chesterfield County De-
tention Center.

Brown

Former Chesterfield
county teacher charged

Jane Pigg/Publisher
Charlotte’s Queen City News featured  Cheraw in its Wednesday afternoon “Hometown News”
series on March 29. Host Maureen Wurtz featured segments with the Cheraw High School jazz
band, the Link newspaper and Chasin’ Time Farm. The feature can be viewed at the station’s
website,  Cheraw – Queen City News (qcnews.com). Wurtz broadcast live from the Dizzy Gille-
spie statue on the town green.

Queen City News in Cheraw
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the South Carolina Newspa-
per Network, 1-888-727-
7377.  sw
_______________________________

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
KIDS. Your donation helps
fund the search for missing
children. Accepting Trucks,
Motorcycles & RV’s , too!
Fast Free Pickup – Running
or Not – 24 Hour Response –
Maximum Tax Donation –
Call (888) 515-3810  sw
_______________________________

BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS.   EASY, ONE DAY
updates!   We specialize in
safe bathing.   Grab bars, no
slip flooring & seated show-
ers.  Call for a free in-home
consultation:  844-524-2197
sw
_______________________________

Caring for an aging loved
one? Wondering about op-
tions like senior-living com-
munities and in-home care?
Caring.com’s Family Advi-
sors are here to help take the
guesswork out of senior care
for you and your family. Call
for your FREE, no-obligation
consultation: 1-855-212-9230
sw
________
Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independ-
ence and mobility with the
compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call
833-230-8692  sw
_______________________________

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual In-
surance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real
dental insurance – NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with
all the details! 1-855-397-
7 0 3 0

www.dental50plus.com/60
#6258  sw
_______________________________

Wesley Financial Group,
LLC Timeshare Cancellation
Experts. Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free infor-
mational package and learn
how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews.
Call 833-638-3767  sw
_______________________________

ADVERTISE YOUR AUC-
TION in 99 S.C. newspapers
for only $375. Your 25-word
classified ad will reach more
than 2.1 million readers.  Call
Randall Savely at the S.C.
Newspaper Network, 1-888-
727-7377.  sw
_______________________________

ADVERTISE YOUR
DRIVER JOBS in 99 S.C.
newspapers for only $375.
Your 25-word classified ad
will reach more than 2.1 mil-
lion readers.   Call Randall
Savely at the S.C. Newspaper
Network, 1-888-727-7377.
sw
_______________________________

Never clean your gutters
again! Affordable, profes-
sionally installed gutter
guards protect your gutters
and home from debris and
leaves forever! For a FREE
Quote call: 877-324-3132  sw
_______________________________

NEED NEW FLOORING?
Call Empire Today to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate
on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today!   844-254-3873
sw
_______________________________

Prepare for power outages
today with a GENERAC
home standby generator. $0

Money Down + Low
Monthly Payment Options.
Request a FREE Quote. Call
now before the next power
outage: 1-844-775-0366  sw
_______________________________

The Generac PWRcell, a
solar plus battery storage sys-
tem. SAVE money, reduce
your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and
power your home. Full instal-
lation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Re-
quest a FREE, no obligation,
quote today. Call 1-888-655-
2175  sw
_______________________________

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase. Plus
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-875-2449.
sw
_______________________________

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! No
medical exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay fu-
neral and other final
expenses. Call Physicians
Life Insurance Company –
855-837-7719 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/scan
sw
_______________________________

DIRECTV Stream – Carries
the Most Local MLB Games!
CHOICE Package,
$89.99/mo for 12 months.
Stream on 20 devices in your
home at once. HBO Max in-
cluded for 3 mos
(w/CHOICE Package or
higher.) No annual contract,
no hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
237-9741  sw

STATEWIDES

Upon graduating, Craw-
ford spent the next several
years working as a speech
therapist across the Pied-
mont region. Feeling unful-
filled in her profession, she
decided it was time to make
a career change and began
pursuing her childhood
dream of becoming a writer.
Shortly after, Crawford
moved to Charleston, where
she enrolled in the Master of
English program at The
Citadel Graduate College.
While in graduate school,
the speech-therapist-turned-
writer worked various jobs
until securing an internship

with the editorial depart-
ment of Charleston Maga-
zine, where she advanced to
senior editorial intern and
went on to earn the position
of contributing writer. When
she wasn’t working or at-
tending class, Crawford
found herself spending her
weekends back home in
Cheraw, which served as the
catalyst to her decision to
move back to her home-
town. 

“I was craving a change of
pace,” explained Crawford.
“So, I decided to trade in the
hustle and bustle of the city
for the slow and steady pace

of home, and I haven’t
looked back since.” 

Crawford is excited to
join the team at The Link in
her new role as assistant ed-
itor. She looks forward to
the opportunity to utilize her
passion for writing as a way
to connect with and serve
the community she said
shaped her into the person
she is today. 

“When I finally decided to
chase my dreams, I never
would have expected them
to lead me back home,” said
Crawford. “But I couldn’t
be more grateful that they
did.”

nation. The term of
mayor’s seat will expire De-
cember 2024. If Linton wins
the seat on May 16, he must
resign from his current coun-
cil seat which also expires in
December 2024.

Another special election
may be necessary to fill the
newly created vacancy if
Linton is elected May 16.
That decision will be ren-
dered by the state election
commission.

Early voting will begin
May 1 at the Chesterfield
County Voter Registration
and Elections office, located
at 205 W. Main St. in
Chesterfield.  The hours of
early voting are from 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday

through Friday. The tele-
phone number is (843) 623-
2265. The last day to vote
early is Friday, May 12.

Voting on election day will
be from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at
McBee Town Hall. 

A voter in any jurisdiction
in South Carolina, including
the town of McBee, must be
a resident of that jurisdiction
at least 30 days before the
election. The state-mandated
first step prior to registering
to vote is having a current
address with the S.C. De-
partment of Motor Vehicles
(www.scdmvonline.com) on
a driver’s license or a state
photo ID card.

Voters may register online
at scvotes.org or in person at

the county voter registration
and elections office during
the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 5
p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. 

All duly registered voters
residing in McBee town lim-
its may vote early. No reason
is necessary. However, early
voters and election day vot-
ers must present one of the
following photo IDs: S.C.
driver’s license; S.C. DMV
ID card; S.C. concealed
weapons permit; S.C. voter
registration card with photo;
all Department of Defense
ID cards, including active
duty, reserve component, re-
tired and dependent IDs, in
addition to a Veterans Affairs
benefits card.

place in the back seat. She
was later contacted by the
suspects again because she
had only placed $23,000 in
the box.

The report states the sus-
pects said they would return
on March 27 to retrieve the
remaining $2,000. The vic-
tim contacted the Chester-
field County Sheriff’s Office
prior to the pick-up, leading
to the arrest of 34-year-old
Darshankumar Patel of Way-
cross, Ga. 

Chesterfield County Sher-

iff Cambo Streater made the
following statement to The
Link about the incident.

“The Chesterfield County
Sheriff’s Office responded to
a report of possible fraud and
breach of trust made on
March 25, 2023. After an in-
vestigation, Darshankumar
H. Patel was arrested  and
charged with grand larceny
greater than $10,000 and two
counts of criminal conspir-
acy.  Mr. Patel has since been
released on bond from the
Chesterfield County Deten-
tion Center. 

“Sheriff Streater would
like to caution citizens not to
provide bit coin, cash,
money orders, cashier
checks, gift cards or personal
information to anyone call-
ing or messaging them rep-
resenting themselves as a
member of law enforcement
or a legitimate business.  

“Always get a name and
contact information and then
please follow up with the
Chesterfield County Sher-
iff’s Office and your bank to
verify whether the contact
was legitimate or a scam.” 

SCAM
Continued from Front

MCBEE
Continued from Front

WELCOME
Continued from Front

Region Report

Two Cheraw Town Coun-
cilmembers, Harvey John-
son and Jerry Tucker,
graduated from the Munici-
pal Elected Officials Insti-
tute of Government. They
received their certificates
during the Municipal Asso-
ciation of South Carolina’s
Hometown Legislative Ac-
tion Day in February.  

Established in 1986, the
institute is a program of the
Municipal Association of
South Carolina that gives
municipal officials a strong
foundation for operating
local governments. Partici-
pants learn about the role of
elected officials as well as
administrative staff. They
also learn about the relation-
ships between local, state
and federal levels of govern-

ment. The institute includes
two daylong sessions and
three morning sessions, and
also offers credited  online
courses on an ongoing
basis.  

“For more than 30 years,
the Municipal Association
has encouraged local elected
officials to participate in the
institute, whether they are
newly elected or have served
for a while,” said Urica

Floyd, staff associate for
distance learning of the Mu-
nicipal Association. “The in-
stitute gives elected leaders
with diverse personal and
professional backgrounds an
understanding of how to run
a local government effec-
tively.” 

Elected officials must par-
ticipate in more than 25
hours of classroom work to
graduate from the institute.

The topics covered during
the sessions include the SC
Freedom of Information Act,
ethics and accountability,
budgeting, planning and
zoning, human resources
and economic development. 

The institute draws its fac-
ulty from recognized local
government leaders in South
Carolina and other states,
state officials, faculty and
staff of the state’s colleges

and universities, as well as
other guest lecturers.  

The Municipal Elected
Officials Institute of Gov-
ernment is one of many edu-
cational and training
opportunities that the Mu-
nicipal Association offers
for the elected officials and
staff serving cities and
towns. Learn more
at www.masc.sc  (keyword:
education and training).  

Photos furnished by MASC
Municipal Association president Mayor Rick Osbon, left, greets Cheraw Town Councilmember
Harvey Johnson.

Photos furnished by MASC
Municipal Association president Mayor Rick Osbon, left, greets Cheraw Town Councilmember
Jerry Tucker.

Cheraw councilmembers receive certification

ROBERT MONNIE
Staff Reporter

On March 28, the McBee
Lady Panthers defeated re-
gion opponent C.A. Johnson
in a double header at home.
Three days later in

Lewisville, the Lionesses
bested McBee 3-0 in an-
other region match-up. The
Lady Panthers (Region 4-2)
finished Region III-A play
as region runner-up.

With the playoffs not
starting until May 1, the
Lady Panthers will play sev-

eral Class AA schools to
keep their diamond skills
sharp. Last night, McBee
hosted Chesterfield with re-
sults unavailable at dead-
line. 

The Lady Panthers will
host Cheraw tomorrow with
the first pitch set for 6 p.m.

Lady Panthers region runner-up
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