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Collaborating with academics in China was once encouraged by the US government and universities. 
As tension between the two countries rises rapidly, those who did are under heightened scrutiny by the 
federal government. In 2015, Prof. Xi became a casualty of this campaign, being falsely charged by the 
Department of Justice for sharing American company technology with China. Prof. Xi never did, and 
the case was eventually dismissed. In 2018, the DOJ established the China Initiative, under which 
numerous university professors have been prosecuted for allegedly failing to disclose their activities in 
China. Although the China Initiative was terminated in February 2022, the DOJ continues to racial 
profile Chinese professors, scientists, and students as suspected spies for China. In this talk, Prof. Xi 
will describe the cases of Anming Hu, Charles Lieber, Gang Chen, Mingqing Xiao, and Franklin Tao, 
which exposed time and time again the DOJ’s unfair targeting of academics of Chinese descent and 
those who collaborate with scientists in China. Not only are such policies contrary to America’s 
ideals, but they also weaken America’s innovation ecosystem and threaten its technological 
advantage. As the United States and China are engaged in trade war, geopolitical war, and 
technology war, and possibly a military war, we need the solidarity with all fair-minded people to 
prevent the history of the Japanese internment in WWII and the McCarthyism from happening again.  

Xiaoxing Xi is Laura H. Carnell Professor of Physics at Temple University. Prior to 2009, he was 
Professor of Physics and Materials Science and Engineering at The Pennsylvania State University. 
He received his PhD degree in physics from Peking University and Institute of Physics, Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, in 1987. After several years of research at Karlsruhe Nuclear Research 
Center, Germany, Bell Communication Research/Rutgers University, and University of Maryland, he 
joined the Physics faculty at Penn State in 1995. His research focuses on the materials physics of 
oxide and boride thin films. He is author of over 350 refereed journal articles and 3 U.S. patents. He is 
a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and a Fellow of American 
Physical Society. Since 2015, he has spoken out actively for open fundamental research and against 
racial profiling, for which he received the American Physical Society 2020 Andrei Sakharov Prize. 
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