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Hodges named editor of Herald-Advocate
Sta�  Report

Bennettsville native 
Cheris Hodges has joined 
the Herald-Advocate as the 
paper’s editor.

Hodges is a 1995 gradu-
ate of Marlboro County 
High School.

Following graduation, 
she enrolled at Johnson C. 
Smith University, where 
she majored in journalism. 
Hodges graduated from 
JCSU in 1999 and imme-
diately began her career in 

journalism at The Coving-
ton News in Covington, Ga. 
She began her career cover-
ing crime in the Atlanta 
suburb.

Her next stop was in 
Winston-Salem, N.C. where 
she worked as the features 
editor for The Chronicle. 
During her time at that 
paper, Hodges won a North 
Carolina Press Association 
award for community jour-
nalism. She spent time at 
the News & Record’s High 
Point bureau and covered 

the aftermath of September 
11th in North Carolina.

Hodges returned to 
Charlotte in 2003, becom-
ing the features editor of 
The Charlotte Post. While 
working for the Post, she 
covered college and profes-
sional sports, including the 
Carolina Panthers and the 
Charlotte Hornets.

Following her stint at the 
Post, Hodges covered news 
and event for Creative Loaf-
ing Charlotte, an alt-weekly 
newspaper. Most recently, 

Hodges also worked for the 
Laurinburg Exchange as a 
staff writer and editor. But 
being home is a new jour-
ney that she is most excited 
about.

“Marlboro County is a 
special place, and I’m excit-
ed to be here to tell the best 
stories about the county,” 
she said. “People deserve 
to know what’s happen-
ing where they live. Why 
the street may be closed Photo by Jacqueline Hough

Bennettsville native Cheris Hodges has been named the 
editor of the Herald-Advocate.

Filing to start Aug. 
28 for Bennettsville, 
Clio and McColl
Jacqueline Hough
Editor

Candidate fi lings for 
the City of Bennettsville 
and the towns of Clio 
and McColl will start on 
Aug. 28.

Filing will begin at 
noon on Monday, Aug. 
28, and end at noon on 
Friday, Sept. 8.

The municipal gen-
eral election will be on 
Tuesday, Nov. 7.

City of Bennettsville
Filing for the City of 

Bennettsville will be 
held at Bennettsville 

City Hall, 501 East Main 
Street.

It will be for the 
mayor seat and council 
members in Districts 2, 
4, and 6.

These will be four-
year terms, beginning 
on Jan. 2, 2024 and end-
ing on Jan. 2, 2028.

Clio/McColl
The fi ling for the 

towns of Clio and 
McColl will be at the 
Marlboro County Voter 
Registration, 119 South 
Marlboro Street in Ben-

Cook has position at Pee Dee Coalition site in Marlboro County
Jacqueline Hough
Editor

The Marlboro site for the 
Pee Dee Coalition Against 
Domestic and Sexual 
Assault has a new victim 
advocate/counselor.

Marlboro County native 
Ivy Cook started in the 
position on July 31.

The Marlboro site is at 
108 Parsonage Street in 
Bennettsville.

Cook earned her bach-
elor’s degree at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at 
Pembroke, along with her 
graduate degree in social 
work.

Cook said she had an 
emphasis on substance 
abuse and recovery for her 
graduate work, and during 
her undergraduate, she had 
a focus on child welfare.

She has been doing men-
tal health and substance 

abuse counseling for about 
a year and a half.

“I wanted to get closer to 
home to work and give back 
to my community where I 
grew up,” said Cook, who 
grew up in McColl. “I have 
a soft spot in my heart 
for those needing mental 
health services and want 
to provide advocacy for vic-
tims.

She added she wanted to 
give them a safe place to 

feel comfortable and talk 
about what is happening in 
their life.

For the victim advocacy 
portion of her position, she 
will meet with the client 
about their needs and pro-
vide services to whatever 
fi ts them best.

Cook can also provide 
individual, crisis and, sup-
port, and group counseling 
for victims and their fami-Photo by Jacqueline Hough

ocate/counselor at the Marlboro site for the Pee Dee 
Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Assault.

Family Fun Day held at Lake Paul Wallace

Photos by Dylan Davis
The Lake Paul Wallace Authority and The City of Bennettsville hosted a Family Fun Day on August 19. The free event 
had food trucks, waterslides, bounce houses, and music. For more photos, see page 12.Marlboro County 

unemployment rate 
increases, remains 
highest in state
Jacqueline Hough
Editor

The unemployment 
rate for Marlboro Coun-
ty increased to 8.6% in 
July and remained the 
highest in the state.

The rate was 8.4% 
in June. Other coun-
ties saw increases and 
decreases.

Bamberg and Allen-
dale counties were sec-
ond and third at 7.2% 
and 6.2%.

Charleston County 
remained the lowest 
unemployment rate and 
saw no increase at 2.9%.

The state rate 
remained at 3.1 % for 
the fourth consecutive 
month.

Employment and 
Workforce Executive 
Director William Floyd 
said the state contin-
ues to set employment 
records as the number 
of people working in the 
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lies.
The support services for 

victims and their families 
include advocacy and hos-
pital and court accompani-
ment.

“If they have to go to the 
hospital or court for what-
ever reason, I provide fol-
low-up services,” she said.

Cook thought it was fan-
tastic that Marlboro Coun-
ty has a location for the Pee 
Dee Coalition.

“Victims are at a very vul-
nerable point in their lives 
where they need support 
from a non-biased party,” 
she said. “So being that for 
them, I think this is a won-
derful resource for Marl-
boro County. It is awesome 
because it provides women 
and men a safe place.”

The Pee Dee Coalition 
staff is working on October 
events, National Domes-
tic Violence Awareness 
Month.

Cook is available to 
speak to groups and orga-
nizations.

If interested, call her at 

843-479-0882 or email her 
at icook@peedeecoalition.
org.
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“I enjoy being a part of the 
community, and building local 
relationships is one 
of the best parts of my job.”  
- Amanda Cudd,
agency owner

• Auto
•Home
•Condo
•Renters
•Motorcylce
•Business
•Life
•ATV
•Boat

232 Highway 15-401 Byp E
Bennettsville, SC 29512

(843) 537-3149
Follow us on Facebook

Products We Offer:

You are invited to join us to 
meet and greet Marlboro County’s new

County Administrator

Wilson “Tony” Clyburn
Tuesday, September 5, 2023

Drop in 5-7 PM

Bennettsville Community Center
714 North Marlboro Street

Bennettsville, SC 29512

Account Rep
South Carolina House Calls

South Carolina House Calls, a preeminent, value-based 
healthcare provider, is in immediate need of Account 
Representative in the Chesterfield, Marlboro, Dillon 
area. The role of the Account Representative is to 
promote the mission and services of company to referral 
source and the community. Positive public relations and 
reputation in the community are key responsibilities of 
the Account Representative. The Account Representative 
is to grow the company’s services and be a positive 
reflection of organization while being heavily involved 
in the community.

MUST have related healthcare experience and MUST 
reside in the Chesterfield, Marlboro, or Dillon area. 
Associate or Bachelor’s degree preferred. Must have 
strong written, oral and computer skills. Must be able to 
work in changing, fast paced environment and working 
with patient centered, care term.

Resume and cover letter may be sent to: 
Jwilliamson@ltchs.com

Position is open until filled.

in their neighborhood 
and how it will impact 
their daily lives and for 
how long. To me, that’s 
what’s important about 
journalism.”

Growing up, Hodges 
was a long-time reader 
of the local paper.

“Reading the paper 
every week made me 
want to go into journal-
ism. Newspapers are the 
record of a community, 
and I’m honored to be 
the new editor of the 
Herald-Advocate. I look 
forward to getting reac-
quainted with my home-
town and highlighting 
the best that Marlboro 
County has to offer.”

Hodges said she has 

an open-door policy 
and wants to hear from 
everyone in the commu-
nity.

“Please don’t hesitate 
to write letters to the 
editor so that your voice 
can be a part of the dia-
logue.” One of her pri-
mary goals as editor of 
the Herald-Advocate is 
to keep the focus local.

“I know a lot of peo-
ple who once lived in 

Marlboro County keep 
up with what’s happen-
ing here by reading the 
paper,” she said. “And 
there are so many good 
things happening in our 
area that we need to let 
everyone know. It’s also 
extremely important to 
share the facts about 
what’s going on here and 
that is the number one 
goal of our paper, being 
factual.”

nettsville.
Clio will have two 

council seats, and McColl 
will have the mayor and 
six council seats to fi ll.

Early voting will be 
Monday, Oct. 23- Friday, 
Nov. 3, from 8:30 a.m.-
5 p.m. at the Marlboro 
County Voter Registra-

tion, 119 South Marlboro 
Street in Bennettsville. 
There will be no weekend 
hours.

The registration dead-
line to vote is Oct. 6 in 
person and Oct. 8 by mail 
or fax.

For more information, 
to register, or to make 
changes, call the Marl-
boro County Board of 
Voter Registration and 
Elections at 843-479-
5612.
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state rises to 2,370,882, up 
13,381 from June 2023.

“This is the ninth month 
in a row that the state has 
surpassed employment 
numbers from the prior 
month,” Floyd said. “It is 
also encouraging to see 
the labor force participa-

tion rate tick up again from 
56.7% in June to 56.9% in 
July. Other great news for 
job seekers is that average 
hourly earnings are at an 
all-time high of $29.59. All 
this while the unemploy-
ment rate holds steady at 
a low 3.1% for the fourth 
month in a row.”

Floyd added younger stu-
dents, with the help of par-
ents and educators, should 
begin thinking about their 

career paths, and older stu-
dents should refi ne their 
career choices, especially 
knowing that the employ-
ment market is hot with 
many good-paying jobs.

“DEW’s Regional Work-
force Advisors (RWAs) are 
important local links in the 
school-to-work process, 
and they are busy training 
teachers; planning career 
fairs and onsite opportuni-
ties with local employers; 
connecting students with 
employers through busi-
ness tours, classroom visits, 
internships, and training; 
and meeting with school 
leadership, teachers, guid-
ance counselors, and other 
educators,” he said. “It’s a 
great time for students and 
parents to learn more about 
the wide variety of excel-
lent career opportunities 
offered by South Carolina’s 
employers.”

In the Pee Dee region, 
unemployment rates 
were mixed. Dillon Couty 
increased from 5.0 to 5.4% 
while Williamsburg County 
increased from 5.3 to 5.8%.

Marion County saw its 
rate increase from 5.1 to 
5.5%.

Other increases were 
Darlington County from 
3.9 to 4.0%; Florence 
County remained at 3.5%; 
and Chesterfi eld County 
remained at 4.0%.

In July 2022, Marlboro 
County had an unemploy-
ment rate of 6.3%.

Walk in downtown Bennettsville 
brings back memories
Jacqueline Hough
Editor

For my last Road Junkie for 
the Herald-Advocate, it is only 
fi tting that it is about down-
town Bennettsville.

But about downtown Ben-
nettsville of yesterday.

Herald-Advocate is located 
near the Gulf.

Every morning since the 
building was purchased in 
early 2022, I have parked in 
front of the Plaza Building and 
walked up the street to the 
Herald-Advocate.

And every morning, I think 
about all of the history around 
me.

For my last column, I want-
ed to walk in downtown Ben-
nettsville with one of my favor-
ite people, Jack Swann.

Mr. Jack grew up there, and 
during the evening of July 31, 
we walked around downtown, 
and he shared some of his 
memories of Bennettsville of 
yesterday.

This column only includes 
some businesses in downtown 
Bennettsville. Due to space 
and time constraints, some 
places were left out.

To Mr. Jack, thank you for 

walking around downtown 
with me. I had a great time.

His childhood home was in 
a empty space that is located 
between St. Michael’s Church 
and what used to be Chestnut’s 
Barber Shop.

Standing in the spot, I used 
my imagination to imagine all 
of the businesses and the area 
bustling with activity.

A few months ago, the City 
of Bennettsville held a Gulf 
Celebration, and I remember 
standing in almost the same 
spot.

Things will not be exact, but 
I am going to take you on some 
aspects of our walk.

We started at St. Michael’s 

Church and walked back up 
Market Street.

On the right, he pointed out 
that there used to be a little 
store was there.

He pointed to where a house 
used to be that belonged to the 
Brown family.

“We used to play with them,” 
he said. “We played hopscotch 
and shot marbles.”

Mr. Jack said he thought at 
one time that a post offi ce was 
in the area.

“I’m not sure about that. It 
was before my time,” he said, 
reminding me that he was 84. 
“But I was told it was E.J. Saw-

Jack Swann showed where his childhood home was 
in the Gulf in downtown Bennettsville. Recently, he 
shared his recollections while walking around downtown 
Bennettsville.

Sat., Aug. 26 
-The banquet for the Kol-

lock Alumni Association 
will be at 5 p.m. at their 
facility, 640 Old Wire Road 
West, Bennettsville. Mem-
bers are free but the cost will 
be $10 for non-members. 
The banquet will have live 
entertainment, catered din-
ner, and 50/50 raffl e. The 
dress is semi-formal. For 
information, call Dorothy 
Cobb at 843-439-3560.

Wed., Aug. 30
-The City of Bennettsville 

and SC Works Pee Dee will 
have a job fair from 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. at the Bennettsville 
Community Center, 714 N. 
Marlboro Street. Various 
positions are available rang-
ing from director of public 
utilities and police offi cers 
to electric line workers and 
information technology sup-
port.

Tues., Sept. 5
-A Meet and Greet will 

be held for new Marlboro 
County Administrator Wil-
son “Tony” Clyburn from 
5-7 p.m. at the Bennettsville 
Community Center.

Fri., Sept. 8
-LynnMark Solutions Inc. 

will have its fi rst Charity 
Golf Fundraiser at the Marl-
boro County Golf and Rec-
reation Complex, 404 Coun-

try Club Drive in Bennetts-
ville. Registration is at 9 
a.m. with a 10 a.m. shotgun 
start. The awards reception 
is at 3 p.m. The cost is $200 
per team and $65 per player. 
Raffl es will be held all day. 
To register, visit www.lyn-
nmarksolutionsinc.org or 
email Mike Strong at info@
lynnmarksolutionsinc.org or 
call 336-987-8634.

Thu., Sept. 14
-The Marlboro County 

Democratic Party will have 
a Blue Social and Fund-
raiser from 6-9 p.m. Bella 
Simple Occasions, 202 East 
Main Street, Bennettsville. 
It will be an evening of party 
updates, food, and music. 
The special guest will be 
Christale Spain, chair of the 
S.C. Democratic Party. Fun-
draiser levels are $25-mem-
ber, $50 sponsor, and $100 
donor. For information, call 
Jaheem McLaurin at 843-
862-8250 and Dr. Damien 
Johnson at 843-535-7254.

Sat., Sept. 16
-The Men of Merit will 

present Boys Day Out 2023 
at Camp Pinehill, 2096 Bap-
tist Road in Bennettsville. It 
will start at 10 a.m. with lots 
of fun and games. All males 
and youth ages fi ve and 
older are welcome.

Tues., Sept. 19

-The Berea Baptist Asso-
ciation sponsors monthly 
grief support meetings for 
the community. Grief sup-
port meetings provide an 
environment for attendees 
to be able to talk about 
their grief with others who 
are also grieving. Meetings 
are at 10 a.m. at the Berea 
Convention Center, 1062 
Highway 38 South in Ben-
nettsville. For information, 
call Rev. Doris B. Smith, a 
certifi ed grief counselor, at 
843-439-3105.

Sat., Sept. 23
-A Spiritual Praise in 

Smith Park gospel concert 
will be from 4:30-7:30 p.m. 
It will feature music, food 
trucks, craft and retail ven-
dors.

Fri./Sat., Sept. 29-30
-The Lincoln/Clio Alumni 

Reunion is back. The theme 
is “Reunited and It Feels So 
Good.” It will be on Septem-
ber 29-30. For more informa-
tion contact Scheral J. Ivery 
at P.O. Box 151 Clio, South 
Carolina 29525 or call 843-
862-3197 or call Nina Brad-
ley at 843-206-3604.

Send community calendar items 
to news@heraldadvocate.com. 
The deadline for calendar items is 
5 p.m. on Mondays. See MEMORIES | 3
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