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JOAN YATES
Editor – The Link

A 13-year-old student at
Long Middle School was
taken into custody last week
after bringing a loaded gun to
the school.

According to a Chesterfield
County Sheriff’s Office re-
port, the suspect was seen
showing off the weapon on a
school bus on his morning
commute. Two students who
witnessed the incident in-
formed a school resource of-
ficer at lunch, saying they

didn’t know exactly who the
student was, but knew he was
an LMS student due to a
hoodie he was wearing. The
students were also able to de-
scribe other identifying char-
acteristics of the student and
confirmed a photograph of
the teen when it was shown to
them.

The report states the SRO
and Long Middle School ad-
ministrators went to the sus-
pect’s classroom and secured
the weapon, which was found
to be loaded and stowed in his
bookbag. The suspect said he

was given the weapon by
someone else on the bus;
however, video footage from
the school bus showed that
was untrue. 

According to the footage,
the suspect pulled the gun
from his bag and handed it to
another student on the bus,
who then racked a live round
into the chamber of the gun
and handed it back to the stu-
dent.

The pistol was reportedly a
.22 caliber that was owned by
a member of the student’s
family.

JOAN YATES
Editor – The Link

By the time most of you
read this, The Link newspa-
per will have a new editor.
You have given me the honor
of bearing that title for nearly
eight years, almost half of
the life of The Link.

More than that, you have
given me the honor of get-
ting to know you – councils,
commissions, law enforce-
ment, fire departments, civic
organizations and individu-
als. You have told me your
stories, and we have laughed,
cried, celebrated and prayed
together. You have let me be
your chaplain.

Since Nov. 2, 2015, I have

tried to uphold the goals of
founding editor Leighton
Bell: to tell the truth, to tell it
accurately and to tell it with-
out bias in so far as I possi-
bly could. Sometimes I did

that better than other times. 
Leighton was a great role

model, and I had the privi-
lege of working with him
from the beginning of The
Link, back when his “desk”
was the top of a file cabinet
because there was not yet a
newspaper office. Fortu-
nately, LB was tall enough to
see the screen of his laptop.

In those early days, my job
was to handle the front desk
and to be the newspaper
proofreader.

Then one day, owner Jane
Pigg dropped a half-inch-
thick packet on my desk and
said, “I want you to call
every one of these businesses

JOAN YATES
Editor – The Link

An argument over a tractor
part allegedly led to a 32-
year-old man from Chester-
field being charged with
first-degree assault, two
counts of attempted murder
and possession of a weapon
during the commission of a
violent crime.

According to a Chesterfield
County Sheriff’s Office re-
port, deputies were dis-

patched to Boatwright Road
around 10 p.m. Aug. 22 in
reference to an assault.

Authorities
met with sev-
eral individu-
als at the
scene who
said 32-year-
old Larry
B r e n d a n
Huntley Jr.
became upset
during an ar-
gument with his mother about

a tractor part, which resulted
in Huntley’s grabbing a
sawed off shotgun and strik-
ing a 44-year-old man in the
head with it. According to the
report, the strike caused the
butt stock of the gun and the
barrel to break in half. 

As the men continued argu-
ing, the 44-year-old threw the
barrel of the gun into a pond,
believing the gun might still
be loaded. Huntley reportedly

County student taken into 
custody over loaded gun

Family dispute leads to 
attempted murder charges

Huntley

JANE CRAWFORD
Assistant Editor – The Link

The Cheraw Branch of the
NAACP sponsored a town
hall meeting last Thursday at
the Cheraw Community
Center. The purpose of the
meeting was to discuss eco-
nomic development, crimi-
nal justice and education in
Chesterfield County. 

Law enforcement and
town officials took part in
the roundtable discussion
with local citizens. The se-
lected speakers were Mayor
Andy Ingram, Cheraw Town

Manager Rob Wolfe,
Chesterfield County Sheriff
Cambo Streater and Cheraw
Chief of Police Julius Riley.
They fielded anonymous
questions presented by com-
munity members in atten-
dance. 

The meeting covered ex-
tensive ground on topics re-
lated to community
advancement and police
services, while queries re-
garding local education were
not addressed because of an
absence of representatives
from the school district. 

Topics touched on during

the two-hour discussion in-
cluded distribution of illicit
drugs and the rise in drug-re-
lated fatalities, along with
law enforcement’s strategies
to rectify the problem; down-
town and residential revital-
ization; affordable housing;
plans for a new water treat-
ment plant; employment
turnover rate; school safety
and police intervention; local
youth programs; community
policing; and outlook and
potential for future indus-
tries. 

Attendees enjoyed refresh-
ments and a time to socialize
after the meeting. 

Jane Crawford/Assistant Editor
Cheraw residents, members of Cheraw government and law enforcement attend a town hall
meeting sponsored by the Cheraw Branch of the NAACP.

Cheraw NAACP sponsors
town hall meeting

Jane Crawford/Assistant Editor
The Patrick Fire Department has purchased new open-circuit self-contained breathing appa-
ratuses and full-face masks, along with an emergency air supply system, thanks to the work of
Patrick Mayor Rosa Lee Millsaps Privette and S.C. Sen. Penry Gustafson that resulted in a
$250,000 check the department received last August. The fire department received the equip-
ment last week. Pictured from left are Patrick Fire Chief Roger Byrd, Privette, Gustafson,
Patrick Fire Capt. Michael Byrd and Patrick Fire Engineer Russell Young.

Patrick Fire Department receives new equipment

JANE PIGG
Publisher – The Link

When protective services
had to remove a child from the
home last week, the child had
to spend several nights in the
Department of Social Services
offices with staff personnel
because there were no foster
families in Chesterfield
County available to care for
the displaced child immedi-
ately.

Chesterfield County DSS
Director Tumeka Watson was
one of the staff persons caring
for the child.  

“The crisis is with teenagers

and children who have behav-
ioral issues,” said
Watson.  “This is not just a
Chesterfield County issue; this
is a statewide issue. Our local

staff is dedicated to insure that
the children are taken care of,
even when it’s an inconven-
ience to us and our families.  

“We are in desperate of fam-
ilies who are willing to care
for at-risk children with short
notice.” 

Anyone who is interested in
becoming a foster parent can
contact the DSS Heartfeltcall-
ing line at (888) 828-3555. In-
dividuals are also encouraged
to report child abuse.  If you
see something, say some-
thing.  Reports can be made
online at www.dss.sc.gov or
made by calling (888) 227-
3487.

Charges, Pg. 6A

DSS needs foster families

Chesterfield County DSS
Director Tumeka Watson

It’s been a great time

Joan Yates

Yates, Pg. 6A



then went to his camper and
began throwing 12-ounce
beverage cans across the yard
at the individuals he was con-
tinuing to argue with.

The report states Huntley
then got into his mother’s car
and left, but quickly returned
to the property, running over
bushes and flowers while
yelling at the individuals he
was upset with. Huntley also
reportedly tried to run over
people present in the yard

with the vehicle and actually
struck one female by putting
the car in reverse and hitting
the woman in the back,
knocking her down, as she
was trying to run away. 

Huntley fled the scene after
striking the woman. He was
charged with first-degree as-
sault, two counts of attempted
murder and possession of a
weapon during the commis-
sion of a violent crime as a re-
sult of his alleged actions. 
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Davis Garage
“Expert Transmission 
Service and Repair”

3899 Highway 145 North
Chesterfield, SC  29709
Phone:  843-623-7558

Zoar United 
Methodist Church
2842 Zoar Road, 

Cheraw, SC  
“Worship with us this Sunday”

10:00 - Sunday School for all ages
11:00 - Morning Worship

William Edward “Bill”
Eutsler Jr.

William Edward “Bill”
Eutsler, Jr., a longtime
Florham Park, NJ resident,
formerly of Cheraw, SC,
passed away peacefully on
Thursday, August 24, 2023.
He was 77.

A memorial visitation will
be held for Bill on Wednes-
day, August 30, 2023, from
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM at the
Madison Memorial Home,
159 Main Street, Madison,
NJ. A Memorial Mass of
Christian Burial will be cel-
ebrated on Thursday, August
31, 2023, at 10:00 AM at St.
Vincent Martyr Church, 26
Green Village Road, Madi-
son, NJ. Those who wish
may attend the mass virtu-
ally by
visiting www.svmnj.org.

Interment will follow at
St. Vincent’s Cemetery,
Madison, NJ.

For a complete obituary
and notes of condolence to
the family, please
visit www.madisonmemori-
alhome.com.

Fred Love III

LATTA - Fred Love, III,
74, died on Friday, August
18, 2023.  Born, May 10,
1949, in Dillon County, SC,
he was a son of the late Fred
Love, II and the late Myrtis
McPhatter Love. Fred was a
welder by trade and was a
member of the Sons of Con-
federate Veterans.  He also
enjoyed playing Bluegrass
Music, working on cars,
cooking, and Harley’s.

Along with his parents,
listed above, he was pre-
ceded in death by a brother,
Giles Henry Love; and a sis-
ter, Debra Love Amerson.

Fred leaves behind to
cherish his memory, his
daughters, Melissa Love
Lopez of Greer, SC, and An-
gela Pratt of Colorado; sis-
ters, Linda Love of Latta,
SC, Janice Love of Oak
Grove, SC, and Cathy Love
of Oak Grove, SC; and
grandchildren, Brittany,
Kristian, and Jessie.

The family will have a cel-
ebration of life, where they
will cookout and enjoy each
other’s company the way
Fred would have wanted at
2:00 p.m. on Sunday, Sep-
tember 3, 2023, at 404 Mc-
Call Ave., Bennettsville, SC
29512.

Kiser Funeral Home has
been entrusted to serve the
Love family in their time of

grief.
Online condolences may

be made at www.kiserfuner-
alhome.com.

Danny Lee Mathers

MT. CROGHAN - Danny
Lee Mathers, age 73, entered
into rest peacefully on Au-
gust 19, 2023. The family
will hold a private service at
Miller-Rivers-Caulder Fu-
neral Home.  Danny was a
decorated United States
Army Veteran and will re-
ceive a burial with military
honors at Florence National
Cemetery in a private serv-
ice for his family.

MSG Danny Lee Mathers
was born on February 8,
1950, in Portsmouth, Vir-
ginia, a son of the late June
Irene Mathers and Harry
Edwin Mathers. He started
his army career at the young
age of 17 where he served
over 20 years.  During that
time, MSG Mathers became
one of the
most crafted
in many areas
of service and
served in
Special Oper-
ations as a
member of
the United
State Army’s elite Delta
Force. Danny was a highly
decorated war hero, and he
was truly a soldier at
heart. Danny embodied the
meaning of the word from
the time he took his oath
until he left this
world. Danny worked hard
to provide the best life for
his family; he and his oldest
and only daughter,
Christina, enjoyed spending
time together and cooking
for the family and he loved
her meals despite the
“messes” they made to-
gether in the kitchen. He en-
joyed playing the guitar,
fishing and spending time
with his son, Alan, and
grandson, Joseph, and en-
joyed spending each day
with the love of his life,
Susan, and their fur ba-
bies. Danny was known by
many names, “Dad”,
“Buzz”, but his favorite was
always “Granddad,” and you
could see the love he had for
his grandson as his eyes lit
up when they were together.

MSG Mathers was a deco-
rated US Army Ranger. He

served this country proudly
for over half of his life in
several areas all over the
world. He fought in the Viet-
nam War, the Cold War as
well as did several special
missions in the Middle East,
Central America, South
America, Korea and many
other places all over the

globe.  When he wasn’t on
an assignment, he assisted
Chesterfield County and the
State Guard in several spe-
cial ops trainings as
well.  Although he was a
proud soldier with the heart
of a warrior, he was just as
humble; each time someone
would thank Danny for his
service, he would always
say, “I’m not the one who
deserves gratitude. My
brothers who paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice deserve all
the glory.”  His family and
his brothers in the service
take comfort that Danny has
now joined the final forma-
tion of the Rangers in the
sky.

In addition to his parents,
Danny was preceded in
death by his brother, Terry
Edwin Mathers as well as
several fur babies whom he
loved as his own children in-
cluding “Tobie”, “Opie”,
“Beamer”, “Cassie”,
“Missy” and many more.

Survivors include his wife
of 49 years, Susan Mathers
of the home; one son, Alan
(Brittany) Mathers; one
daughter, Christina Mathers;
two brothers, Mark (Stacey)
Mathers, and Harry “Eddie”
(Jenny) Mathers; two sisters,
Mary (Clyde) Miller and
Victoria “Vickie” (Donnie)
Wright; and one grandson,
Joseph “AJ” Mathers.

Memorials may be made
to Wounded Warrior Project,
P.O. Box 758516, Topeka,
Kansas 66675-8516.

 Miller-Rivers-Caulder Fu-
neral Home (www.mrcfu-
neralhome.com) of
Chesterfield, SC is serving
the Mathers family.

Brian Jeffrey ‘Jeff’
Quick

WALLACE - Brian Jef-
frey Quick, 65, died on
Thursday, August 24, 2023.
Born, July 17, 1958, in Co-
lumbia, SC, he was a son of

the late Francis T. and Alice
Jean Brock Quick.   Mr.
Quick attended Hickory
Grove Baptist Church and
loved Clemson Football.  He
also enjoyed golfing, social-
izing with his friends, and
fishing with Jeffrey Furr.
Jeff will always be remem-
bered as a good friend and
father.

Along with his parents,
listed above, he was pre-
ceded in death by a brother,
Bruce Quick,

Jeff leaves
behind to
cherish his
memory, his
sons, Brock
Quick and
wife, Brooke
of Cheraw,
SC, and Zack
Quick and wife, Madison of
Clemson, SC; brothers,
Timmy Quick of Wallace,
SC, and Kenn Quick of
North Myrtle Beach, SC; a
granddaughter, Collins
Quick; and a loving friend,
Teresa Bryant of Cheraw,
SC.

The family received
friends from 2:00 until 4:00
p.m. on Sunday, August 27,
2023, at Kiser Funeral
Home in Cheraw, SC.

Kiser Funeral Home has
been entrusted to serve the
Quick family in their time of
grief. 

Online condolences may
be made at www.kiserfuner-
alhome.com.

Mara Shaine Crowley
Wilks

CHERAW - Mrs. Mara
Shaine Crowley Wilks, age
27, was received into the
arms of Jesus
on Saturday,
August 26,
2023. A Cele-
bration of
Life Service
will be 6:00
PM Wednes-
day, August
30, 2023
from the Chapel of Miller-
Rivers-Caulder Funeral
Home by Pastor Jeff Hart.

Mara was born November
16, 1995 in Cheraw, SC a
daughter of Caston Crowley,
Jr. and Melanie White
Crowley. She was 2014
graduate of Chesterfield
High School and an em-
ployee of the Schaeffler
Group USA (formerly INA
Bearing) Plant 1. Mara was
an active member of Amaz-
ing Grace Ministries. A

young lady who was always
on the go, she enjoyed
camping, spending time
with friends and family, and
loving on her fur babies,
“Buck” & “Ellie.” A beauti-
ful soul with an amazing de-
termination and outlook on
life, her legacy will shine
perpetually.

Mara was reunited with
her paternal grandmother
that preceded her in death,
Carolyn Wallace Crowley;
and aunt, Amanda Trues-
dale.

Those left to cherish her
beautiful memory includer
her husband, Hayden Wilks
of the home; mother,
Melanie White Crowley
(Joey) of Chesterfield, SC;
father, Caston Crowley, Jr.
of Patrick, SC; paternal
grandfather, Caston Crow-
ley, Sr of Patrick, SC; ma-
ternal grandparents, Robbie
White, Sr. of Chesterfield,
SC, and Cathy & Bucky
Parker of Cheraw, SC;
brother, Aden Crowley of
Chesterfield, SC; numerous
aunts & uncles including,
Toni (Chris) Spivey of
Cheraw, SC, Nickie (Bubba)
Wallace of Patrick, SC, Rob
(Erica) White of Chester-
field, SC, Katie (Rocky) Dill
of Greer, SC, and Sarah
Francis (Austin) Stone of
Georgetown, SC; father-in-
law & mother-in-law, Randy
& Carmen Wilks of Chester-
field, SC; sister-in-law,
Hillary Hendrix (Tyler Gre-
gory) of Chesterfield, SC; in
addition to an innumerable
amount of friends, co-work-
ers, and touched lives that
are better because of know-
ing her.

Mara’s family is most
grateful for the outpouring
of love and support shown
during her journey, not only
for her but for them as well.
The many gestures of kind-
ness will never be forgotten.

Memorials may be made
in her beautiful memory to a
local charity of one’s choice.

Miller-Rivers-Caulder Fu-
neral Home (www.mrcfu-
neralhome.com) of
Chesterfield, SC is serving
the Wilks family.

Joyce Sellers Wood 

Joyce Sellers Wood (lov-
ingly known as MeMe),
81,left this world to be with
the Lord and her beloved
husband, the late Rev.
William H. “Billy” Wood on
Wednesday, August 23 ,
2023 following a brief battle

with cancer. Funeral serv-
ices were held at 2 O’clock
Saturday, August 26, 2023
from the chapel of Miller-
Rivers-Caulder Funeral
Home by Rev. Donald Wal-
lace Sr. and Brent Taylor
with burial following in the
Lower Macedonia Memorial
Gardens. The family re-
ceived friends from 12:00-
2:00 PM prior to the service
at the funeral home.

Born in
M o u n t .
Croghan, SC
on August
10, 1942,
Joyce was
the daughter
of the late
Paulie C. and
E l e a n o r
Rivers Sellers. A member of
Lower Macedonia Baptist
Church, Joyce was a home-
maker, devoted mother and
grandmother who enjoyed
the simple things life had
offer, but most importantly,
she enjoyed spending time
with her family.

In addition to her parents,
Joyce was also preceded in
death by her husband, Rev.
William H. “Billy” Wood.

Surviving are son, Kenny
W. (Melissa) Wood of
Chesterfield, grandson &
pride and joy, K. Chandler
Wood (Hailey Rowlan) of
Chesterfield, brother Paulie
C. Sellers Jr. (Carolyn) of
Cheraw, April S. Zosch
(Eric) of Raleigh, NC, Amy
S. Matey (Rob) of Raleigh,
NC, nephews Jackson &
Cole Matey and Jordan &
Mason Zoschg uncle Gerald
Sellers, aunt Elmer Sellers
and numerous cousins,
nieces and nephews.

The family wishes to ex-
press their sincerest thanks
to McLeod Hospital,
Cheraw Healthcare and
Agape Hospice nurses,
Holly Patrick, April Carter,
Jenny Tucker, and Chaplain
Vivian Boyd for their care
and compassion during this
time.

In lieu of flowers memori-
als may be made to Teals
Mill Fire Department C/O
Wood memorial, 5005 Teals
Mill Road, Chesterfield, SC
29709.

Miller-Rivers-Caulder Fu-
neral Home, Chesterfield,
SC   (www.mrcfuneral-
home.com) is serving the
Wood Family.

Mathers

Quick Wood
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and sell them an ad in the
next three weeks.”

My heart stopped.
But I began my career as

a salesperson that day,
which continued when we
moved to Horry County,
and I worked remotely in
sales and as proofreader.

In God’s timing, The Link
needed an editor in the fall
of 2015, and I needed a job.

We’ve shared a lot since
then. We’ve known births
and deaths. Children’s first

day of school and college
graduations. Celebrations
and sorrows. We have
laughed and cried together,
shared Scripture and
prayed together.

Now it’s time for The
Link to thrive under the
leadership of a new editor.
I can’t wait until you meet
her next week. You will
love her, and she will do
an outstanding job. 

“The Lord bless you and

keep you. The  Lord  make
his face shine upon you and
be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up his counte-

nance upon you and give
you peace” (Numbers 6:24-
26).

Wilks
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